
Chapter 6 

1910 to 1919 Growth Continues 

1910 

Clarksdale’s population was 4,079.1 
Before 1910: Poland was a part of Russia; all of it was Russia, and independent Lithuania did not 

exist.2 
 
January 4: During the 81st session of the state Senate, Senator Theodore G. Bilbo introduced a 

bill, which died in committee: to prohibit the manufacture, sale, barter, or giving away 
of Coca-Cola. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregation BETH ISRAEL 

According to The Jewish Ledger, evidence shows the first synagogue at 69 Delta Avenue was 
dedicated in 1910: 

 
The growth of the congregation has been noteworthy. The advancing strides that the city of 
Clarksdale has made since 1910 is known in all parts of the surrounding country. The 
progressiveness that the congregation has experienced during that period is perhaps not so 
prominent a fact, but it is safe to state that it has kept pace with the prosperity of the city. 

Despite this growth, however, of the Congregation Beth Israel, it has not reached a height 
of success that is yet possible for it. This has been due, mainly to circumstances which prevent 
the direction of the amount of attention, necessary for the proper furtherance of its purposes 
and aims. Consequently, the congregation has yet a goal ahead of it.3 

JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

The International Order of B’nai B’rith Chapter was started in 1910.4 See 1915 for list of members 
found in a B’nai B’rith ledger.5 

 

 

 

Building was covered with white stucco 



FINK 

JAKE 

According to Alvin, 
 
As Jake's retail store prospered and his cotton business grew, Jake took the next logical step 
and became a landowner. He purchased one of the big cotton plantations between Alligator and 
Duncan known as the Ike Edward’s place and began growing King Cotton, only to find one 
more obstacle in his path. Since he was now on the production end of the cotton business, he 
had to process cotton and needed access to a gin. The only cotton gin in Duncan was controlled 
by a group of people who were very selective; they refused to take Jake's cotton. But Jake 
wasn't about to be stymied. He bested the market; he got the money together; he’d bought out 
his brother-in-law; he'd beat up the wholesaler; he'd acquired the land; now he would build 
himself a gin. He went to work and organized a group of planters and very soon a second gin 
was in operation in Duncan. During the first season, it caused so much competition in the area 
that they had to protect it at night time with shot guns and armed guards. But it passed over, 
and he became friendlier and more important in both the social and financial life of Duncan.6 

KANTOR 

HARRY and ROSE 

Harry was born in May 1888 in Russia. He immigrated in 1904 and married Rose Levinson, who was 
living in Clarksdale with her family. She was born in 1889 and immigrated from Russia in 1905. 

 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Bennie 1907 Memphis 
2) Leon 1909 Memphis 
3) Mildred 1916 Memphis 
4) Philip 1920 Memphis 

LEVINSON/LEVINE 
MORRIS and Fannie 

Morris was born in Russia in 1862 and immigrated in 1908. Fannie Reva Sheppolevitch’s birth is 
reported differently: i.e Vilna, Russia, in 1866, and yet, her tombstone shows 1859. Morris was a dry 
goods merchant by 1910. Fannie’s Declaration of Intention for naturalization #75 shows she was born 
August 27, 1863, and in 1904 immigrated with the couple's children. Her brother W. Levine and sister 
Mrs. Rose Kaplan, Miami, Florida, attended Fanny's funeral in 1928.7  

 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Albert Jacob “Jake” 1897 Russia 
2) Anne 1902 Russia 
3) Louis 1903 Russia 
4) Harry 1904 Russia 

 

 



MARKS 

SAM and HENRY 

Sam and Henry Marks of Marks donated a bale of cotton to the Temple Aid, and it sold to the highest 
bidder for $50.45.8 

NACHMAN 

TOWNSHIP 

When a mill town grew up around the land of Emily Butts, four miles southwest of Clarksdale in 
1910, local folks called the town Nachman because Al Nachman was Miss Butt's overseer. Once the 
forests had been thinned out and cleared away, the mill folded, along with the Y and MV spur. By 1915, 
Nachman was a ghost town.9 

SEGAL 

JAKE 

According to the 1910 US Census, Jake was born in Russia in 1867 and immigrated in 1905. He was 
living as a roomer in Jonestown and working as a dry goods salesman. 

WIENER 

DAVE 

Dave explained his father's immigration to the South: 
 

My father's parents lived in Europe and were killed in the Holocaust. My father came to the 
United States in 1910. I would say maybe 1912 or 1913. He came from Ketellin in the Ukraine, 
or Russia. This was at the end of the Russo-Japanese War--which Russia lost. Of course, it 
could only be one person's fault, the Jews. It's insane. The Jews fought that damned war. My 
grandfather had been drafted in the Army; he was in the Army…in those days, that was the 
Czar's way of getting rid of the Jews. So, he was in there about ten or twelve-years [old], so 
the difference between my father's age and his sister's, my aunt's, age would be about ten or 
twelve years. So, he was born in 1892 and in 1910 he was eighteen, he had to get out of Russia. 
So, a lansmen who had a family in Philadelphia came by their town. I think they had enough 
money to get him a passport, and he went with the lansmen to Philadelphia.  

When [my dad] got to Philadelphia he didn't have enough money. You had to have fifty 
dollars to be self-sufficient. He didn't have fifty, but you had to have a sponsor. So, the lansmen 
wouldn't sponsor him. The Jewish Welfare had this program. This fellow Schipp, who was a 
very rich German, didn't want the Jews to settle around New York. They had had trouble with 
labor strife, and he was trying to get them as far away as possible. He had a program where 
they would go to Galveston, Texas. So, my father got on the boat, and we became Southerners. 

[My father was assigned by] Jewish Welfare [to be with] a German family in Bryan, Texas. 
In 1910, that was cowboy country--in the heart of where Texas A & M is now--between 
Galveston and Austin somewhere--deep in the heart of Texas. He didn't like it. These German 
people were nice to him, but they never invited him to their home. They got him in a boarding 
house where there were cowboys. He couldn't speak a word of English, and those cowboys 
were not extremely sympathetic towards him. They didn't bother him, but he was very 
uncomfortable. Someone told him of Dallas, that he might find younger Jews. He was eighteen. 
He thought he might find younger Jewish people in Dallas. He got to Dallas and got a job. He 



couldn't be a salesman, [because] he couldn't speak enough English. They let him merchandise 
at Neiman Marcus.10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1911 

Elks Club: moved to new lodge at Second and Issaquena. Many Jewish weddings and dances held in 
this facilities. Corinne Kerstine said Nachman bought the elk statute for the Elks Club building on Second 
Street. 11 

 
Boll weevil’s first destructive entrance into the county revolutionized agricultural methods.12 

 
September 11: Former US President Theodore Roosevelt spoke to a crowd of about 6,000 at McComb 

in an effort to gain support for the building of the Panama Canal. 

ABRAMS 

SAM 

Sam said: 
I don’t remember the year when my mother, sister and I moved to Memphis so that we could get an 
education, [which meant] I could go to Seder (Hebrew school). In the meantime, in 1911, we had 
everything to go haywire. My parents had a little girl in 1911. She lived just a few days. They buried her 
in Memphis. They didn’t have a cemetery in Duncan. There was a depression. My daddy lost a car and a 
store. And, William R. Moore was going to buy the stock back from my Daddy. Jake Fink outbid them. 
My daddy went back into business anyway. Jake Fink had a store across the street from us.13 

ALPERIN 

ARTHUR 

Thomas Allen, Lyon, Mississippi, reports, he found this photo of Mr. A. Alpern of Rich, Mississippi 
and forwarded to this website to request it be added with the rest of the Coahoma County history. On the 
back of the photo, he wrote the following: 



 
 
 
 
 
Arthur Alperin store, Rich, Mississippi 

(Thomas Allen) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Alperin owned the West Half of Lot One (1) of Block D to the Village of Yazoo Pass (now 
Rich, Mississippi) where he operated the pictured general merchandise. He bought the store in 
1911 as shown on [the] Land Deed records of Coahoma County, Mississippi. I don't know when 
he sold it, but Frank Ashley, Jr. originally of Rich, who is seventy-four years old, remembered 
Mr. Alpern. Mr. Alpern also owned farm land east of Rich back then. I found the original of 
this picture in the Hopkins store in Rich when it closed, back in the 1980 and pretty much was 
falling in. The Hopkins store occupied the same building after Mr. Alperin and was operated 
by a great aunt of mine Eva Lou Wilsford Hopkins until she died. I had a negative made of the 
original picture and this is a copy of it. Note the roll of wrapping paper just to the left of Mr. 
Alpern that shows bis name.14 

BINDER 

WILL and Dora Hendler 

Will Binder married Dora Hendler from Meridian, Mississippi, on March 1, 1911. No more 
information regarding the immigration date. He started out as a peddler then worked as a cattle buyer and 
butchered the cattle; at one time he had a meat market and grocery. They lived in several towns in 
Mississippi: Minter City, Marks, Duncan and Greenwood, as well as Helena, Arkansas. 

 
 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Leon 
2) Herman 

HOCHSTEIN 

MAX 

Sam Abrams said: “During an influenza epidemic in 1911, I had an uncle who was Lillie Laben’s 
father and mother had a store there. He contracted flu, and my daddy took him into Memphis to the 
hospital. He died.”15 

 

 



KERSTINE/ROSENBLUM 

ISIDOR 

Corinne said: “Isidor graduated in 1908 at age 14. He spent two years in Colorado. So, it had to be 
about 1911.”16 Silberman’s letters states Isadore Rosenblum and Isidor Kerstine got along well.17 

LILLIE 

Rabbi Max Samfield married Lillie Kerstine, age 22, and Isadore Rosenblum, Denver, Colorado, on 
December 27, 1911, at Peabody Hotel.18 Selma said: “Isadore Rosenblum was in college to become an 
attorney. He dropped out and entered business in Clarksdale. He worked in a baker's shop. John Diamond 
was a friend of his. He was an Indian or something. Isadore had a sister and a brother in Denver. I don't 
remember the brother, but I think he had a wife.”19 

LEVINSON 

BARNET 

The 1910 Census spells his name Bonnet, but his obituary spells it Barnet. He was born in Russia in 
1866 and immigrated in 1900. He listed yard dealer as his occupation. His wife, a woman named Rodell, 
was born in Russia in 1966. The family was living next door to his brother, Morris, on Delta Avenue. 

 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Louis 1894 Connecticut 
2) Leah 1893 Connecticut 
3) Bessie 1897 Connecticut 
4) Jennie 1900 Kentucky 

WIENER 

DAVE 

Dave continued his story, 
 

My father was in Dallas at Neiman Marcus. He always heard there were Jewish people east--
younger Jewish people. So, he ended up in Little Rock, Arkansas. He went to work, by that 
time, he could be a salesman, and he could speak English pretty well. Then, he finally went to 
Helena, Arkansas. Mr. [Dave] Solomon and his family had a wholesale dry goods company 
like William R. Moore or something like that in Helena. So, he went to work for him.” 

Meanwhile, he met my mother in Memphis. All these greenhorns coming into Memphis 
from the old country went to the Neighborhood House where they taught them English and 
helped them get a job. So, he would get off from work at 11 or 12 o'clock on Saturday, catch 
the Tate Allen, which was one of the packet boats, and he got to Memphis at 8 o'clock in the 
morning. He would shower and shave and go to the Neighborhood House and look for 
greenhorns. So, he met my mother there. 

My mother had come came from a different part; she was from Latvia. They could speak 
German. It was a different culture. The pictures she brought back, German postcards, looked 
like a typical European city. Riga was a big city, maybe five, six hundred thousand, but they 
were really from Tooke which was a suburb, sort of, but it was an all Jewish town.20 

 



1912 

Quoted from a newspaper article: 
 

Honorable Earl LeRoy Brewer, member of Clarksdale’s bar elected Governor of Mississippi,21 
served until 1916. He was the only governor elected without opposition, and the only chief 
executive Clarksdale can claim. The big red brick Brewer home with its two-story white 
columns still stands at the corner of John and Clark Streets, a silent reminder of Governor 
Brewer and his family who moved to Clarksdale in 1902 from Water Valley. He had been 
appointed District Attorney of the newly created 11th Circuit District. Governor Brewer’s 
daughter, Mrs. Samuel C. Strite, donated a copy of his biography to the “Mississippi Room” of 
Clarksdale’s Carnegie Public Library.22 
 

Gravel surfacing replaced muddy roads.23 
 

September 18: Article in Clarksdale newspaper reports: “No real estate developer to provide elegant 
homes for the top citizens moving to this town.”24 

 
Clarksdale High School fielded its first football team.25 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

October 13: “Aaron H. Freyman became the shochet, Kantor and Rabbi for the congregation 
replacing Rabbi Lubchansky.”26 

 
Aaron was born in 1870 in Russia…While living in Russia, he was engaged in study and 
educating the children. Before [the couple] emigrated to American in 1891, [Rachel] was born 
in Russia in 1870 and immigrated in 1895. They arrived in New York on August 14, 1892. 
They lived there until 1898 and served as Rabbi of the Congregation of Rabbi Loudor. They 
spent the next six years (1904) servicing the congregation in Peakskill, New York. He changed 
his residence to Norristown, Pennsylvania, to serve as Rabbi. For several terms he was the 
efficient secretary at B’rith Sholom and Ashkenazim and Montgomery Lodges of the 
Independent Order of B’nai B’rith. When he moved to Clarksdale from Norristown to continue 
his rabbinical functions; however, his family did not arrive with him.27 

 
According to Sam Abrams, “Freyman had a beautiful voice. He wasn’t as big as a minute, and he had 

a beautiful voice. I sang in his choir for a while.”28 
Flora Okun Hirsberg described the process for kosher meat: “[Freyman] would sell kosher meat, and 

that’s how the Clarksdale people were able to keep kosher. He lived on DeSoto [Avenue]. In the back of 
their house, they had a little house, which was his meat market. Where he would kill the chickens, you 
know if you kept kosher, you had to kill them a certain way. So, he would kill the chickens. I guess he 
would get it in Memphis. I don’t know where he got it. Then, you buy your meat and have your chickens 
killed there.”29 

Alvin Fink said: “Max Friedman is given the credit for starting the Sunday School. He organized the 
men and started the synagogue.”30  We went to Sunday School in Clarksdale, a weekly occurrence except 
for the summer. Max Friedman conducted everything.31 

Nelson added: “Beth Israel Sunday School started with approximately four teachers [and] fifty 
students.”32 



Flora Hirsberg said: 
 

We had a synagogue on Delta. When the Torah was bought for the Synagogue, a group, and I 
don’t know who they were, the men met it at the train. They marched from the depot (not sure 
if it was the new one at Issaquena or the old one between Delta and Yazoo). They marched 
from the depot, and I remember seeing them march down Delta. I have no idea how old I was, 
I mean I don’t know if I was little, eight or ten or eleven. There were two, I think. They marched 
down to the Synagogue, across from the Court House, and that was the beginning. Well, I don’t 
think that was the beginning, because they had to be organized to some extent. They just did 
not own a Torah.33 

 
Another source of information about the Torah entrance included Abe Isaacson's description: 
 

In those days our Jewish population in Clarksdale was about ten families who earned a poor 
living from small businesses or peddling out in the countryside. They were all of the orthodox 
faith, newly come over from the Russian ghetto. [They] were faithful to the mosaic law and the 
traditions like they conducted themselves in the old country. They had to have a synagogue to 
worship their God in but where could they get enough money to build Sanctuary 

Each one donated according to his means and started fund-raising campaign. Each one 
knew a friend in the Gentile population. Those religious Christians donated as much or even 
more than our own families could donate. The preachers in various churches urged their 
congregations to help their Jewish brethren build a sanctuary to the Lord. And now I will give 
you an example of the love the Clarksdale population had for our poor immigrants. It happened 
this way. A man by the name of Louis Goldstein, a single man who lived by himself no family 
ties, no relatives decided he would donate a Torah to the newly built synagogue. He ordered 
one at a cost of two hundred dollars which was lots of money in those days. 

They waited several months until it arrived by express one day. Now the same man planned 
an elaborate welcome for the Holy Scroll. He hired a hand of music, organized a parade from 
the Railroad to the new synagogue on Delta Avenue and he invited all the dignitaries in town 
to participate in the parade. So, there came all the leaders in town, city officials, members of 
the Sheriff’s office, lawyers, doctors, and what have you. This was the procedure. Anyone who 
would donate a hundred dollars would carry the Scroll a distance of ten paces and come to a 
stop. Then the next man would make a donation, maybe a hundred or fifty dollars and the torah 
was given him for ten paces, and that kept up till they reached the synagogue and Goldstein 
was the man who took the Scroll into the sanctuary. 

We had a shochet at that time by name of Freyman (a shochet is a man who butchers kosher 
mats and fowls circumcises the newly born male child and serves as a Kantor in reading from 
the prayer book for the public.) He opened up the Scroll and read a portion from Genesis and 
made the blessing on the Torah. Then, the Mayor of the town made a nice talk and 
complimented our Jewish brethren for keeping the faith of our fathers and refreshments were 
served to all present after which we all went back to our daily tasks.34 
 

According dto Lenora Sack Beatus, Freda Fink took the women over to the Elks Club, because the 
Orthodox services did not include them. This initiated the Sunday School activities.35 

Alvin Fink and Flora Hirsberg added: “We used to go to the Court House and City Hall for Sunday 
School. They had the Sunday School up in the Court House where the jury used to sit… My class was 
Freda Woolbert Fink.”36 

 

 

 



COHEN 

FRED and SAM 

According to Fred's Naturalization paper, he was born in Damascus, Syria, in 1896. He immigrated 
in May 1912. Thus, he was sixteen years old when he arrived. Adele Cohen-Kline, however, said: “Fred 
was born in 1904. He was about thirteen years old when he came over in 1917…They come from Shiga, 
Beirut. He brought his younger sister with him, because the older one, Raphael, had come first. She was 
living in New York. Sam didn't marry. For some years he lived and worked in Clarksdale. He died in 
Clarksdale in 1958, because he came back here to stay with us when he was sick. He had lived here for 
years…when he was a young man.”37 

COHN 

HARRY 

Harry born in Russia in 1887 was married in 1915 to a woman named Celia, born in New York in 
1893. 

 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Ruth 1916 New York City. 
2) Benard 1922 Mississippi. 

 
Harry's obituary in 1944 said he came to Clarksdale in 1912 and owned a tailor shop at one location 

(278 Sunflower Avenue) for twenty years.38 

FINK 

JAKE and FREDA 

Alvin described his mother: “Freda was tall, skinny, with wonderful straight posture…slight back 
bend when she walked. She always wore white gloves… always elegant and ladylike and never passed 
across the line. If something were unpleasant to her, she would say ‘Oh, let’s not talk about that’…She 
had backbone in [her] straight carriage…At the time of the Depression, when the stock market crashed, 
and Jake lost his money, she took her diamonds…to the bank to put them up as collateral.”39 

Alvin talked about his parent's courtship: “Jake met Freda Woolbert, a deep-rose-red-haired girl, at a 
dance in Clarksdale. Her parents were prominent merchants in Clarksdale. She had just returned from 
school at Mississippi Institute Training for Women in Columbus. She was also taking private violin 
lessons from a teacher in Memphis. After the dance they corresponded. Jake proved to be a skilled letter 
writer.”40 

Marion Shackeroff said: “I have read the love letters. My daddy had the most magnificent penmanship 
you will ever see, and the letters were absolutely exquisite.”41 

Alvin continued describing his parents’ courtship: 
 

Between 1911 and 1913 Jake closed the store early in Duncan and caught the afternoon train 
and to go to Clarksdale for his date with my mother. He would leave the railroad station and go 
out to my grandmother's house walking. In the summertime, it was all right, but in the winter 



time it was rather rough, because at that time there was no bridge from bank to bank to cross 
the Sunflower river like there is today. It was just a footbridge across the river itself…He told 
that many a night when it was cold and sleeting and frozen, that he practically crawled across 
that bridge when he would leave my grandfather’s house after dating my mother. (See photo in 
Chapter 5.) 

This was a great big two-story house with bedrooms downstairs and a number of bedrooms 
upstairs. They were heated by fireplaces, and a big coal stove that sat in the rear of the living 
room. And of course, in real cold weather, people used to try to dress and undress around it. It 
happened that one time daddy came to see mother, and when he arrived, on the back of a chair 
there was a corset. This was an item of underwear that women used to wear. It was a lace type 
corset, and they put it around their middles to tuck in their waist. It happened to be my 
grandmother's corset, as she had undressed in the room long before my father had arrived. 
Unknowing to my mother, when they let my father in when he knocked on the door, he sat 
down and waited my mother's coming down the stairs to greet him. He noticed that this corset 
was there, and he didn't want my mother embarrassed when she came down…So, he took the 
corset and wrapped it up in a newspaper and hid it behind the pillow on the couch. The next 
morning there was an awful search for my grandmother's corset, and they finally discovered it 
behind the pillow. They finally realized that Jake had hidden it to prevent Freda’s 
embarrassment.42 

ISAACSON 

ABRAHAM 

Abraham “Abe” Isaacson was born in Poland in 1885 and immigrated in 1903 and married Eva 
Michaelson, who was born in his same home town in Poland in 1896. 

Isaacson wrote about his adopted country and about his concern for Clarksdale and Coahoma County. 
He became a regular contributor to the Letters to the Editor section of the local newspaper. In time, his 
name was almost as familiar to newspaper readers as was the names of those wrote daily. He wrote a lot 
of poetry and memoirs based on personal knowledge of local history. See Prologue for poem “There’s 
Where the South Begins.”43 

Although Isaacson immigrated to America as a young man, he did not settle in Clarksdale for seven 
years. On his arrival in Clarksdale, he wrote in one of his numerous letters to the Clarksdale Press 
Register: “Beth Israel Temple had fifteen families and was growing when I came to Clarksdale in 1912. 
Most of these people of the Jewish community were newly arrived immigrants from Eastern Europe. How 
they found out about Clarksdale to settle is hard to tell. Most of them first came to New York City, but 
not finding work or liking the congested city life with its sweatshops decided to travel further and explore 
the real America. They came South to Memphis; then, just a small settlement.”44 

As one of Isaacson’s memoirs which appeared in Here’s Clarksdale, in 1979 Isaacson wrote: “I 
traveled with what was Ringling Brothers, Barnum and Bailey’s Circus working as a photographer before 
finally [settling] in Clarksdale on the advice of his friend, Harry Kantor, who had been his boyhood friend 
in Russia. [Kantor] settled in Clarksdale in the early 1900s.”  

Mr. Isaacson purchased a piece of property on Sunflower Avenue for $4,00 while traveling with the 
circus. During his travels, he encountered another friend from his boyhood days in Russia. . Her name 
was Eva Michaelson. Her family had moved from Russia and settled in Maine.45 When he left the circus 
to establish a store on that site, he went to Maine to marry Eva. She moved to Clarksdale and Abe operated 
store for more than sixty years. 

 



In one of these accounts, he wrote: “When I came to Clarksdale we had fast shooting gunmen. They 
wouldn’t kill you, but hold you up for your money, but mostly in an argument in a poker game, or about 
money, wife, or sweetheart. In fact, Clarksdale was wide open to gamblers and what have you. A week 
that passed without a shootout was considered a dull week.”46 

Isaacson became a member of Beth Israel Temple. Mr. Isaacson was one of its organizers and 
throughout its history, one of its prime movers. He was also a member of B’nai B’rith and Scottish Rights 
Masons, a member of the Clarksdale Lodge. 

The couple established a home on Oakhurst Avenue and raised their family there.47 
 

CHILDREN BORN 
1) Mildred 1919 Mississippi 
2) Goldie 1921 Mississippi 
3) Leah 1926 Mississippi 

KERSTINE 

Corinne said “Ella or Francis was the Kerstine’s maid. [She] was so good to Mollie. They had her for 
years before she went to Kansas City. She had a whole face full of gold teeth.”48 She was one-half 
Mexican and one-half Black-American. 

Selma added: “I forget her name. It was a Mexican name. She was a really good cook. Mama was so 
particular, she couldn't get one to clean up good enough, but when Ella or Frances came, she liked her.” 
Selma did not remember or know how much they paid the cook, but she said: “I don't imagine it was 
much.”49 

Caesar was in charge of a theatrical play there because he directed it. He did acting because he enjoyed 
entertaining. He didn’t go on stage as a professional actor, but he wanted to. He tried to get into the 
movies.50 

Lillian Shankerman said she had some of his music too.51 
Selma said: “Caesar loved to have his picture taken. He drew a portrait of Max. I have another picture 

of Caesar wearing knickerbockers. He must have been about fifteen years old years old.” 52 
Corinne said: “He never had a mother [who] pushed him. He pushed himself. They criticized him at 

home…He was in Chicago, in Washington; he was all over. He tried to make it for himself. He was 
always called home. His father always called the boys home.”53 

SHEPP 

SAM 

Sam was thirteen years old when he emigrated to America. He attended school in New York for a 
year and then moved to Duncan, Mississippi in 1912.54 

1913 

Paved streets replaced gravel surfacing.55 
February 3: Income tax Amendment #16 ratified. 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 



Irwin Kaufman reported: “I have a picture of my father when he was Bar Mitzvah in 1913…in 
Clarksdale. Because they were Orthodox, whatever kids come up, they were Bar Mitzvah too.”56 

COHEN 

FRED 

Adele said: 
 

Fred had a display room in the McWilliams Building when he first came here. He was seventeen 
or eighteen years old. He was carrying a pack; so, he stayed at the hotel. Then, [when he] met 
up with [others], he told everybody he was French. He wouldn't tell anybody he was Jewish. 
So, some of the gentile people found out that he was selling linens. So, they called him up, and 
they would go to their homes and open his suitcase, and everybody was buying all the linens 
he had. He continued calling New York all the time to get more linens. At this time, he finally 
saw that he had to have a room…He got a room in there on West Second. There was a two-
story house down there, and it is still there. He used to stay there. No, where he stayed was over 
there. Before that, he was staying in the hotel where he was having his show room and all like 
that. But he couldn't afford a room yet, because he had no money. But he had to stay in a hotel, 
so he would open his samples there in the hotel. People would come to the hotel. After he 
started getting on his feet, and he knew he needed a room, so he got that room over there.57 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 9, 1917 

FINK/WOOLBERT 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

    
Jacob “Jake” Fink & Freda Woolbert  116 Oakhurst Avenue. 

 



Alvin, Marion, and Pauline all spoke or wrote of their parents’ marriage and early life. The following 
put the data into one quote but shows by footnotes who added what inforamtion: wrote about his parents: 

 
March 25: Freda Woolbert and Jacob Fink married in her parent’s home. The Woolberts were 
the third family who had built and had moved to the south-undeveloped side of the Sunflower 
River. The founding fathers lived on the town side of the river. Alvin and Pauline were born in 
this house.58 

Rabbi William Fineshriber, Congregation Children of Israel, Memphis, Tennessee, 
performed the ceremony. This was [not an] arranged marriage; no yenta made the match. At 
first glance, this seemed an odd match between Jake, the dark immigrant, self-educated 
grammar school dropout, and Freda, tall and willowy, a college graduate as well as an 
accomplished musician from a wealthy established family. Their long, happy, and fruitful 
marriage proved once again the wisdom and foresight of Jake and Freda. They began their life 
together with a honeymoon trip to New Orleans, the city that had so fascinated Jake when he 
was a youngster searching for independence. The couple never made it to the Crescent City. 
They received a call from Duncan that Jake’s store was on fire. Jake and his bride turned around 
and rushed back to Duncan. They first lived at the Smith Boarding House. 

Jake built his bride a house one block down the street from his store in Duncan. A very 
busy man, Jake was buying and selling left and right. He sold groceries, dry goods, coffins and 
hardware. He ‘furnished’ small farmers both black and white. He loaned money and took 
diamonds and gold as security. He bought land; he raised cotton, and he bought and sold and 
ginned cotton. Jake, always a dandy, liked to have a barber shave him. Since there was no 
barbershop in Duncan, he brought a barber to town, a Mr. McMurphey, and set him up in a 
shop next door to Fink’s own store. 

With typical good humor, Freda Fink often told how that first night at the Smith Boarding-
house in Duncan, when she and Jake went to bed, the slats fell out with a great clatter and the 
bed and mattress fell to the floor.59 

FREYMAN 

AARON and RACHEL 

Rachel and the family joined Aaron.60  
According to Barbara Shepp Magdovitz, her “Zadie” or grandfather, “Aaron Freyman came around 

1912…It was Jacob May [who] was instrumental in bringing him down to be the rabbi and shochet and 
the cantor…Yea, he had taught [Harry Jacob May] in the old country in Hebrew school.” One of his 
daughters was my mother; Lena Plitman was her sister. None of [the children] were born in Clarksdale. 
Mama was born in this country. I don't know where Aunt Lena was born.”61  

HOCHSTEIN 

MAX AND VERA BONITZRY 

Max Hochstein moved to Clarksdale because his brother-in-law, Dave Abrams, made his living there. 
Dave Abrams’ wife was Lillie Labens’ aunt (mother’s sister), whose first marriage was to Max when she 
was seventeen years old.62 According to Alvin Labens, “my mother [Lillie Hochstein] came to Clarksdale 
in 1916 and lived at 230 Catalpa.” She was born in New York City and joined her father when she was 
thirteen years old.63 

 

 



WIENER 

DAVE 

When Dave started talking, you didn't have to ask questions as he told the following information: 
 

My parents got married in 1913...I doubt my mother [last name was Engelberg] was here six 
months when they got married. She had a brother who came here years ago. He opened up a 
slaughterhouse in those days–they called it an abattoir, where they killed animals. He was a 
butcher. In the old country, their name was Fleischer, the meat keeper. She came to Memphis 
from Latvia around maybe 1912. So, she was living in Memphis because of her brother. The 
first son, Alec, came over about 1890 or something. He came over long ago. He first had a store 
with Mr. Sternberg. They opened up a wholesale butcher shop and were the only ones that had 
kosher meat in Memphis. That could have been about 1900. I don't know, they've all been 
dead...I doubt he got into real business until about 1904 or 1905. It doesn't make any difference 
it was the turn of the century, that was her side of the family. 

The German Jews looked down on the Jews from Russia. They were uneducated. They 
were uncouth. They never did pay us. My father…was a secular man… not religious. He had 
been Bar Mitzvah, and all that, but he was not, and his father was too. They had a grist mill in 
Russia. When the farmers would bring their wheat and so forth, they would grind it. They would 
keep one part and give the farmer three parts…So they were not in bad shape financially. They 
were sort of entrepreneurs. 

The Russians drafted all the Jewish boys when they were eighteen. The reason I'm 
confirming all this with you is so many people believe the Jews came to this country to make 
money. In fact, most of them came to get out of the Army because of conscription…His 
father…I’m sure--didn't want to lose [his] eighteen-year old boy, who was healthy and knew 
what he was doing. 

My grandfather died in the Holocaust. They were killed...well, they took them, and they 
dug that trench and machine guns. They were not gassed; they were machine gunned to death. 
When my parents got married, my father wanted to go in business for himself. So, Mr. Solomon 
knew about merchants in the small towns. I'm sure they were trying to help him, or they were 
trying to help the Helena Hotel Packet Company. So, they, I think, they loaned him 500 dollars 
or whatever it was, and he went into business in Tutwiler. The Solomons knew about the 
businesses in Tutwiler, and what was going on there as well. They had salesmen in those days, 
traveling salesmen, and they would go to the different towns. When he lost a customer, he'd 
want to put somebody else there. My father had moved to Tutwiler, and then, they got married. 
My parents were married by an Orthodox rabbi, and she moved to Tutwiler with him in 1913. 

There were a number of Jewish families in Tutwiler. At different times...all right, the time 
I remember, the '20's, they had the Simpkins. Lydia Simpkins was my mother's sister Lydia 
Dora Simpkins. My mother's name was Rose. The Aronsons lived there. Annie Aronson and 
her husband. This would have been about 1920-1921. The Maurice Sebulskys lived there. 
Later, they moved to Clarksdale. He had a daughter Natalie.64 

1914 

June 28: Franz Ferdinand assassinated visiting the city of Sarajevo in the Austro-Hungarian 
province of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

 
Public Library opens due to Woman’s Club of Clarksdale’s efforts.65 
 
Cotton market took a decided slump following outbreak of World War I.66 

 



BAKER 

HARRY 

Glassman said: 
Harry married Nellie Frank from Clarksdale in 1914 [and] had no children. They were very 
good to everyone and never turned away a stranger or a family member who needed a place to 
stay. Their three bedrooms home on Catalpa were always occupied. He was active in the 
synagogue and was president of the B'nai B'rith Men several times. His wife was a big help to 
him in their mercantile store while he farmed land that he either owned or rented. She was a 
fine seamstress. Nellie was in her 40’s when she passed away.67 

 
Sam Abrams talking about the Baker family: “Harry Baker had stock. He had a lot of money. He was 

good to his whole family. He had two brothers, Morris and Frank.”68 

MORRIS 

According to Glassman, “Morris married Nellie's younger sister Ida in 1914. She was twenty years 
older than her brother Frank. Their father Harry Frank married Sarah Frank and immigrated to this country 
in 1885. But evidence as to when the family came Clarksdale is not available.”69 

 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Alma Born 1917 Tennessee 
2) Julia Born 1920 Mississippi 
3) Samuel Born 1923 Mississippi 
4) Harriet Born 1930 Mississippi 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Baker Family 
(Courtesy Julia Baker Glassman) 

Glassman said: 
 

When Daddy came over he went to New York. He used to say, “I went to Uncle’s house in 
Trenton, Tennessee. They were having that summer with July 4 parade.” He said: “Uncle what 
is going on here?” His uncle replied, “Didn’t you mama tell you’d be 16 when you got to 
America.” He answered, “Yea.” His uncle said: “They’re celebrating your birthday.” Then he 
went to Clarksdale and settled in Dublin with Harry, Frank, and Oro. Harry and Frank told him 
he needed more education. They all went to the Yeshiva in Russia. Daddy said he learned more. 



Anyway, Harry sent him to Memphis to a place on Upper Main Street where people could come 
and get an education.70 

 
Morris attended the training at the Neighborhood House, Memphis, sponsored by Temple Israel. Ora 

Baker returned to Europe and returned in the late summer of 1916 for a visit.71 

FRANK 

One of his stores was in Riverton; one on the corner of Third and Delta. For a while he had the same 
store John Small had.72 

CALIFF 

SOLOMON “SOL” 

Leo Califf's story about his parents included: 
 
My father had a general dry goods store. He had left Russia for the same reason that most of 
them left, that was to escape the Russian Army. He was nineteen years old…It is a small town 
near Kiev, called Konstarslonowka, Russia. 

One little interesting point is that he stowed away on a ship. After a couple of days, he ate 
up what little food he had. So, at night he would slip into the galley and steal food. Well, the 
cook pretty soon found out about it, and he set up some people to catch him. This was 1911. 
He was born in 1892 and so he was 19 years old. The Captain of the ship threatened; they were 
almost [at] Haifa, Israel, which was a major seaport at that time. The Captain of the ship said 
he wanted to go to Haifa and put him off there. My father didn’t want to go there so he said: 
"Look, let me be your valet, I will take care of you, don’t have to pay me nothing just give me 
a little something to eat. And besides if you get me—they were going to Galveston, Texas. At 
that time Galveston was a major port of entry for the southern Jews, and he said: “If you get to 
Galveston, and you’re late, the boss, the owner of the ship, is going to be mad, and he’s going 
to reduce your pay, so you’d better keep me and keep on schedule.” And that’s what they did. 
And the B’nai B’rith met him in Galveston. 

Sometime between 1911 and 1914, he worked for an oil company for a short time. But 
then there came a report that Baker Brothers in Clarksdale, Mississippi, were cattle buyers. 
They needed a strong young fellow to work for them. They would drive the truck, but the young 
boy would pick up the cows and do all the heavy manual work. My father was short, but he 
was very stocky and strong, and the pay there was better than what he was getting in Texas, so 
he took it. 

Sol worked for the Baker Brothers for quite a number of years. He was the typical 
industrious, ambitious young fellow, and he saved every dime that he could. He wasn’t married, 
and he’d exist on meager meals. But he studied to try to learn to read and write and speak good 
English.73 

FRIEDMAN/MAY 

SAM and CELIA MAY 

Nelson continued about her family and youth: 
 

Jacob, Joseph, Abe, Hymie and Celia were all born in Lithuania. When Celia, sixteen years old 
and the last of five children, came to America by herself, her boat went through Baltimore and 
to Minneapolis. All her brothers were in America. She visited her brother (Harry Jacob May) 
in Clarksdale. Joseph and Hymie lived in Minneapolis; and Abe lived in Minneapolis.74 
Sam and Celia married and moved to Jonestown. At first they kept strictly kosher during 
Passover. We went to Clarksdale to Rabbi Freyman to buy meat from him and to have the 



chickens killed. Celia wouldn’t have it any other way. She changed dishes, the whole bit…We 
were [in Clarksdale] for the High Holidays. One time we stayed there to walk to the synagogue. 
Our parents let us know we were Jewish, and we never forgot it. 

Our relationship with the rest of the town was not strained in any way. It was always some 
little feeling that we were different, that you picked up more from certain children’s parents 
more than the children themselves. I never felt it from a schoolmate that they were different. 
Our parents were very well respected in Jonestown.75 

KERSTINE 

ISIDOR 

Corinne said: “Isidor graduated from the University of Mississippi.”76 He graduated with honors as a 
mechanical engineer. He won the University of Mississippi’s distinguished Taylor medal twice; once for 
outstanding GPA in mechanical drafting. We don’t know what the second award was. 

Isidor left Clarksdale within the next three years to work in New York. The family knows he worked 
for the Erie Railroad as a civil engineer in the drafting department. In addition, data shows he worked for 
other companies while in New York. 

SELMA 

Selma said: “[I] had the measles when [I] was five years old. Mollie, grandmother, had curtains up to 
shield [my] eyes. When Dr. Primrose came, he took down all of them. That caused my eye problem. Dr. 
Primrose told Mama to keep me in a lighted room and put sheets over me, but it still hurt my eyes. Because 
they didn't have a hospital everything was treated at home. I guess we went to Memphis if someone had 
to go to the hospital.”77 

Although Selma didn't talk about her blindness at all, Isidor talked about her visual problem as though 
she was blind. She has always worn very thick glasses. People have always watched her very carefully 
about where she went. Wouldn’t let her do this and wouldn’t let her do that because of “her eyes.” Selma 
does not give you this impression. She always acts as she can see with normal vision. The truth lies 
somewhere between the two extremes. 

Selma said: 
 

When I was coming up, there was a girl, Minerva Tuttle. Her mother had a hotel next door. It 
was kind of a rooming house but they called it a hotel. I played with Minerva all the time, when 
I was little, mostly before I was six years old. We'd go over there and eat and see what they 
had. They ate in the dining room, and then we'd come over my house and eat and see what we 
wanted. We went to Colorado one year, and they went too. I don't remember if they went with 
us, but they were out there. Minerva was the youngest, and Emma Tuttle was older, about 
Caesar's age. They had one boy.78 

 
Selma said: “My father died when I was six years old [1914].”79 She continued contact with her 

stepmother after her father died. She spoke of her in a very kind manner when she talked about all the 
nice gifts she received from her.80 



Selma said: 
 

Yes, I had a tricycle, a girl’s tricycle with a long front. I've got a 
picture of that when I was six years old. I do remember Lillie before 
she had Evelyn. She got so big and had on a pink satin dress. She 
wore that dress for six months—every day—Then, they didn't think 
that women ought to walk the streets that way so you stayed home; 
however, she didn't want to stay home. So, she would get out and 
walk. At this time, she believed that Isadore and Lillie were living in 
John Small's house. Evelyn was born in Clarksdale in 1914. 81 
 

 

 

 

1915 

ALCAZAR HOTEL 

The form presented to the National Register of Historic Places by the Clarksdale Preservation 
Committee said: 

 
The New Alcazar Hotel is a four-story, eleven-bay, reinforced concrete and brick veneered 
hotel structure, completed in 1915 to the designs of Memphis architect Charles O. Pfeil with 
Colonial Revival and Classical Revival influences. The structure occupies the equivalent of 
three city lots in Block G, at the northwestern corner of Yazoo and Third streets in downtown 
Clarksdale, Coahoma County, Mississippi. The front (south) facade of the structure faces Third 
Street. Its east (side) facade continues the design of the front for seven-bays along Yazoo 
Street.82 

 
N. D. West leased the enlarged hotel from King and Anderson and assumed active management of 

the facility. He was to remain manager for 28 years which ended in 1943. 

GOVERNER BILBO 

Weeks' discussion of Bilbo's campaign states: “Brewer had him followed by detectives in an attempt 
to discredit Bilbo in the Mississippi public eye. Bilbo won the governor’s race in 1915, and Brewer 
returned to Clarksdale to practice law. Bilbo refused to allow Brewer to deliver a farewell address. When 
Brewer arrived in Clarksdale, his train was greeted by a crowd of well-wishers and a big brass band. J.W. 
and Blanche Cutrer chauffeured the Brewers to the Alcazar Hotel where they lived until their home at the 
corner of Clark and John Streets was completed.”83 

INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC 

The influenza epidemic is mentioned by Linton Weeks. Although Corinne Kerstine was not living in 
Clarksdale in 1915, she remembered how very bad it was in Missouri. She did not mention anyone in the 



family having it. Lots of people died like flies, usually within a day or two.84 She could not remember 
Isidor talking about it except for his experience in WWI with pneumonia in France. 

JEWISH GIRLS CLUB 

Date is unknown when the Semper Fidelis Club, a Jewish girls club, was formed.  

B’NAI B’RITH MEMBERSHIP LEDGER  

This list includes those individuals with whom no prior data was found but found on this ledger of 
1915. The individuals who settled earlier have been listed previously: 

MEMBERS FROM SMALL TOWNS NEAR CLARKSDALE 

Will Abrams Merigold* 
E. Balkin Glendora 
Harry Edelson Merigold 
Dave Engleberg Cleveland 
Harry Goodman Duncan 
H. Goldberger Iola 
J. B. Iskowitz Alligator 
Morris Levine Tutwiler 
Will Levine Coahoma 
Harry M Lipson Alligator 
Leon Scheonholtz Cleveland 
A. Spain Tunica 
K. Weiss Alligator85 
 

*Names not included on the Family Surname List 

MEMBERS FROM CLARKSDALE 

[Note: Names may not be included on the Family Surname List.] 

Baker/Magdovitz 

According to Lawrence: “My father had an older brother, Amil…Of course, his mother was a Baker. 
And so, he came here. He was born in the old country. He was born before 1900. So, they might have 
called him Baker because he lived here with Harry. 

Frank Baker, Morris and Harry, they were all brothers.”86 
Lawrence added, “Well, Morris was a half. There were two wives, but Harry and Frank and my 

father's mother were from the first wife. Morris and some others who perished in the Holocaust were from 
the second wife.”87 

Bernstein, Jake 

Damsker, Herman 

Herman was born in Russia in 1894. He immigrated in 1906 and live in New York where he attended 
school, and later became a traveling salesman. He moved to Clarksdale in 1915.88 



Diamond, John  

Friedman, Max 

Heuman, Victor  

Jacobson, Lazar 

Kabakoff, J. M.  

Kantor, Harry Kantor (Kantrovitz) 

Kaufman Ike  

His sister was Abe Gordon's wife and Saul Kaufman was a brother.89 

Kaufman, Joe 

Landau, Berthold 

Levinson, Jake M. 

Lawrence Magdovitz said: “They're brothers. There were different surnames. See the Schepps – old 
man Schepp was also a brother to Will Levine. See, their name was like [Scheppalevitch]. When they 
came to this country. They made it Schepp. When Levine came, they took the end of itboth Levine and 
Levinson, but they were actually all brothers.”90 

Glassman said: 
 

One of the Levines, I forget which one. Was it Charles Levine? That was one of the sons. 
Charles and Harold were the sons. Then there was the daughter, Fannie. The father actually had 
to grow up in a different home than the family home because of conscription in the Russian 
army. I know that's what she told me. I'm not saying it is a fact…And that's how he got his 
name. She did tell me that Schepp was his brother.91 

Lipson, Dave “David” 

Lipson, S. 

Lipson, Morris 

Schwartz Benjamin 

Schwartz, Sam 

Lawrence Magdovitz said: “Sam Schwartz was a policeman before he opened his store. He was a city 
cop. All I remember is him having a second hand store. Schwartz never owned a store on Issaquena—he 
only worked for a second hand store.”92 

Shapiro, Isaac “Ike” 

Magdovitz said: “Shapiro, I think he is the guy who had the store down here. He is buried out at the 
cemetery. There was a Shapiro's Ladies Wear right over there, I guess, next to the Style Shop”.93 

 



Woolbert, Leon 

Amy Morrow Greenwood said: “Leon and Abraham married sisters. Leon’s daughters included: 
Celeste, Freda, Marion and Kate. Little Celeste settled in Helena, Arkansas.94…Marion married Willie 
Earl Kent and lived in Cleveland.”95 

FREYMAN 

AARON H. and RACHAEL B. LICHT 

Although Rabbi Aaron arrived in Clarksdale in 1912, his family did not join him until 1915.96 
 

CHILDREN BORN 
1) Louis 1892 Russia 
2) Annie 1893 Russia 
3) Ida 1896 New York 
4) Abraham 1900 New York 
5) Lena 1902 New York 
6) Meyer 1904 Pennsylvania 
7) Jean 1907 Pennsylvania 

KERSTINE 

ISIDOR 

Isidor worked for the railroad in Erie, Pennsylvania, before taking a job with an engineering company 
in New York City.97 

SELMA 

When Carlie and Max Landau lived next door to them on Yazoo Street, Selma used to play with Carlie 
more than anybody else. Selma said: “[Carlie] was just married; she couldn't have been very old. We 
played jacks on the floor at her house, and then she taught me how to crochet. My hair was down to here, 
and Mrs. Landau would wash my hair. She was young. I don't have any idea how old she was. She had 
just moved to town because Max had a store. I used to always holler I didn't have anybody to play with, 
and Mama would get a little colored girl to play with me.”98 

Selma also said: 
 

When I was seven years old, I lived on Yazoo. Mrs. Smith lived in one house. We lived in the 
next house, and the Landaus lived next to us. I was seven years old when we left Clarksdale on 
Sunday. I think, to go to New York, and I got so sick on that train. They bought me an orange. 
In those days one orange on the train was 25 cents. [It] was a terrible price for that orange. I 
couldn't eat an orange. Some doctor happened to be on the train, and he told us just to wait till 
I got to Washington…Then I'd eat everything. We went to New York to spend the summer 
there. Daddy had two little houses in Midland Beach he owned. We didn't stay with relatives. 
They'd come out to see us, but we didn't go see them. Infantile Paralysis broke out that Sunday 
we went up there. If we had known it, we wouldn't have gone, because it was terrible. Great 
big children, eleven [and] twelve years old, rolled around in buggies, baby carriages. 

I had a time getting out of New York City. They had to pass me to go to Midland Beach, 
and after I got to Midland Beach, New York, I couldn't get out. They wouldn't let me go into 



New York City. And all summer those folks from New York used to come out and swim at 
Midland Beach. The officials of New York wouldn't let me go. It was quarantine. Mama 
wouldn't go into New York, because she wouldn't leave me, and the only time I got to see New 
York was going to Midland Beach and coming home.  

We passed the Statue of Liberty, and I got to see it. It’s a green color. It's pretty impressive. 
When we got to New York, I had to have a certificate to get on the train. Isidor took me to the 
Board of Health while Mama and Daddy waited at the railroad station. Max was with us too. I 
would have had to go all the way back to get Mama to sign it if I couldn't have written my 
name, but I could write my name. So, I got my certificate and got to come home. All I remember 
is that I could play out around the house, but I was just-like quarantined, and my legs hurt all 
the time. I was so scared I was going to get infantile paralysis. 

[When] I was seven years old and had not started to school due to my poor vision. [I] 
started in the first grade, not kindergarten. So, they kept [me] back a year. I did not wear glasses 
at that time. 

 
Selma described her school [as] a big school, not a one-room school. According to the author, 

Jeanette's sister, Lenora, told her when she went, there was a one-room school. Selma said there were 
plenty of rooms because she went to Oakhurst Elementary School and Elizabeth Dorr Junior High School. 
Selma said she did not remember Mrs. Heidelberg's maiden name, Mayo, before she married.99 Others 
told the author Mrs. Heidelberg's maiden name was Mayo.100 

Selma added “I was just a little thing. In Denver, I was getting a fat stomach.” Lillie told Selma to put 
on a corset because Lillie thought her stomach was too big. “Mama said not to worry about it.” 

Lillie added, “I am not going to put a corset on you.”101 
Selma finished by adding, “She thought my stomach ought to be under control. I was about seven 

years old.”102  
The following of Selma's memories had no specific years attached: 
1. Selma said she never knew anything about Girl Scouts.103 She also did not know the story Corinne 

told about Mollie, who was given money by Adolph to take care of everything when he was in Europe. 
Corinne said she put it in the stove and someone accidentally started a fire in the stove because no one 
knew it was in there.104 

2. Selma did not remember going to birthday parties when she was in Clarksdale. According to 
Corinne, Selma's grandfather, Adolph, did not let her associate much with the Russian Jewish people in 
Clarksdale.105 

3. Lenora Beatus said you had to get up at 4:00 in the morning to drive to Memphis on a dirt road. 
Selma also talked about traveling with the family, “Going to Memphis, they would travel later on by car. 
We went by train, I guess. We lived in Memphis one winter. When we just went up there from Clarksdale, 
we might go to buy clothes.”106 

4. She remembered falling down a whole flight of stairs and landed on a flowerpot. “I broke the 
flowerpot when she was small. I didn't hurt myself. Once, I broke my head open when I fell down. I have 
been falling all my life. I used to fall down on the sidewalks when I went roller-skating up and down the 
street where I lived. I never skated to school. No, I did not enter any skating contest. I liked roller-
skating.”107 

5. “When [I] was small [I] remembered knowing Lenabel May and Esther Bernstein. Lenabel was 
exactly my age. She was born the same day I was. We went to school together through high school. I 
don't remember if we went to kindergarten and grammar school together; I don't remember Lenabel being 



in my class. Esther was a grade behind Jeannette Sack and me. I was helping Jeannette with her history 
exam, and she got disgusted and she said: ‘Let's go make candy.” 

“Yes, we did that. We made fudge.”108 
6. Mr. Heidelberg as very strict. He didn’t teach Selma anything. “Leroy Shillings was a boy I worked 

with at the Post Office…He went to school there too. He said they'd line up to go in, and all of a sudden 
as they were talking in line, they just disappeared into Heidelberg's office.”109 

7. “I went to Sunday school a few times. I tell you, Jeannette Sack…wore a new dress every Sunday. 
I had about two new ones. I didn't like to go at all. Well, I didn't have one all the time. I couldn't keep up 
with her wardrobe changes. And I didn't know anything about [Judaism], I felt out of place, and I quit.”110 

8. “Oh, Caesar wouldn’t eat a chicken, if he saw it alive before they killed it. He wouldn’t take a bite 
of it. Mama had one in the kitchen with its feet tied. When Evelyn was a child and was here with Lillie. 
Lord, there were more disturbances about the kitchen. Caesar said he wasn’t going to eat that chicken. 
He wasn’t going to eat dinner. Evelyn got to cry. She just picked the chicken up and told the butcher to 
come get it. She had a crazy family. He took the chicken. Caesar raised cain every time she had 
chicken.”111 

LANDAU 

MAX AND CARLIE JACOBS 

The newspaper wedding announcement say Max and Carlie Jacobs married in her Memphis home by 
Rev. Max Samfield, They described her as “most talented and popular young lady…being a leading belle 
in her social set and having frequently visited here is well known and widely admired by Clarksdalians. 
Mr. Landau is the owner and manager of Max Landau Dry Goods establishment of this city, one of 
Clarksdale's ore progressive and most prominent of this city's citizens. He was formerly a resident of 
Memphis with a store in that city but recently sold his interest there and came to Clarksdale.”112 

1916 

Cotton price per pound was $0.15.113 
 

January 17 & 18: “Governor Brewer to return home.” “Governor Bilbo Prevents Retiring Chief 
Executive from Participating in the Long established Custom Not in Inaugural 
Parade.” 114 

 
September 18:  Eliza Clark School and Oakhurst Annex completed.115 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

January 25: The Beth Israel Synagogue has purchased from the Ashton Land Co. the knoll 
containing about four acres, just to the left of the McGuire bridge, for a cemetery, and 
they are now taking steps to beautify this piece of ground for burial purposes…The 
Synagogue has engaged the services of a landscape gardener to lay out and plant the 
cemetery in flowers, hedges and trees, and this work will begin at once.116 

 
 



According to Clarksdale Daily Register: 
 

In keeping with the proclamation issued the past week by Governor Bilbo, 
favoring Jewish relief, the local Jews will observe Thursday, January 27 as “tag 
day” or an occasion for the raising of funds to aid the war-sufferers throughout 
Europe…The committee is [comprised] entirely of ladies who are: Mesdames 
Harry Baker, Max Friedman, L. Jacobson, John Small, Abe Gordon and Misses 
Emma Freyman, Ella Jacobson and Lenora Sack.117 

 
February 7: The Daily Register reported the monthly meeting member elected officers, Lena 

Jacobson, President; Mrs. Harry Baker, Vice-President; Miss Ella Jacobson, 
Recording Secretary; Miss Effie Kaufman, Financial Secretary; Miss Annie Freyman, 
Treasurer. Other news reported included helping something like 50 cases of charity 
“in the last two months both Gentiles and Jews [sic: Jews]…Matters discussed and 
decided upon was the plan of renting some rooms and furnishing them for taking care 
of the worthy poor who might temporarily have to remain in the city for a short 
time…This society is not quite a year old, but it is already done much good in relieving 
the wants of the poor in this vicinity. They also voted $26 for the war sufferers which 
will be forwarded to the committee having the subscriptions in charge.118 

LADIES AID SOCIETY 

The Jewish Ledger states: “Jewish Ladies Aid Society formed by Lena Jacobson, President. Mrs. 
Jacobson served several terms. Their goal was to provide charitable assistance through rummage sales 
that accrued significant financial aid. Another function of the organization was the annual New Year’s 
Ball.”119 
 
March 1, 1914-Dec. 20, 1916: First grave in Beth Israel Cemetery, Eddie Binder. 

 
Abe Isaacson wrote this poem about the cemetery: 
 

Happened to be in Beth Israel cemetery the other day  
A prominent member of the congregation had passed away 
I looked around, saw so many monuments in gray stone 
With the names of members hewn in, so artistically done 
 
I read the names and took time to contemplate and ponder 
And to my mind came memories of way back yonder 
There were about fifteen members in our Jewish congregation 
They brought this plot of ground by small individual donation 
 
It was a five acre, buckshot, cotton field 
A lone Negro, a skinny mule worked hard to make it yield 
Neither of the two pool workers could imagine or foresee 
That piece of hard dirt, a consecrated place ever to be 
 



A few years passed by, nobody died, the place was forsaken 
The five acres bought cheaply, by frogs and weeds was overtaken 
You might say, some members were somewhat disappointed 
That the purchased round was not dedicated and anointed 
 
Forty years ago, by now, charter members are all there 
Markers and marble stones are in site everywhere 
And members of the congregation that are under the ground 
Are far more in number than those alive and moving around 
 
I read name, I took time to contemplate and ponder 
There are names of friends from away back yonder 
Whose friendship and devotion, I greatly miss 
It is my hope, they are enjoying Heavenly bliss 
 
Sleep on comrades, sleep the peaceful sleep of the just 
I have a plot reserved amongst you, for to die, I must 
For sooner or later on a date from above prescribed 
The weary son of man must take his last earthly ride 
 
I must say a good word for you, fifteen pioneer members 
There are a good many of us here on earth who remembers 
They sacrifice you made for religion, for Jewish tradition.120 

 
The following names found only in the 1916 City Directory, the earliest available: 

 

1916 CITY DIRECTORY 

MERCHANT SPOUSE CATEGORY STREET ADDRESS 

(1) Baker, Harry 
(2) Frank 
(3) Baker, Amil 

(1) Nellie 
(2) Rosa 
(3) N/A 

(1) proprietor 
(2) dry goods proprietor 
(3) clerk 

(1) Mrs. Kate Frank 
340 Delta Avenue 
(2) 320 Delta Avenue 

Balicer, Louis Lillie racket store 216 Sunflower Avenue 

Benenson, Mendel N/A Butcher  

Bernstein, Jacob Lena Merchant C’dale Grocery Company 
228 Sunflower Avenue 

(1) Binder, Essie 
(2) Binder, Rachael 

(1) Joseph 
(2) Victor 

(1) grocery/meat mkt 
(2) dry goods proprietor 

(1) 61 Madison Avenue 
(2) 19 Third Street 

Bodenheimer, Leopold N/A general merchandise 242 Sunflower Avenue 



Friedman, Max Rosa hides & furs Clarksdale Hide & Fur Co. 
347 Yazoo Avenue 

(1) Frank, Isidore 
(2) Frank, Kate 

(1) N/A 
(2) Harry 

(1) clerk 
(2) dry goods 
proprietor 

(1) Delta Grocery & Cotton 
Company 
(2) 214 Sunflower Avenue 

Damsker, Herman Rose Merchant C’dale Grocery Company 
228 Sunflower Avenue 

Hirschfield, Isaac Jennie Tailor 311 Delta Avenue 

Iltis, Joseph Fannie Tailor  

Isaacson, Abraham N/A dry goods 206 Sunflower Avenue 

Jacobson, Yetta Harry dry goods Jacobson & Co. 
346 Delta Avenue 

Jiedal, Samuel 
Jiedal, Isaac 

N/A general merchandise Jiedel I & Brothers 
122 Sunflower Avenue 

Kabakoff, Jacob Lea L. Manager B. Levinson 

Kahn, Joseph N/A  Clarksdale Furniture 

Kantrovitz, Hymen D. Rosa wholesale jewelry 216 Sunflower Avenue 

Kaplan, Saul Rosa Dry goods merchant  

(1) Kaufman Estelle 
(2) Kaufman, Effie 

(1) widow (1) proprietor 
(2) clerk 

Mrs. E. R. Kaufman 
234 Sunflower Avenue 

Kaufman, Max N/A Tailors Kaufman & Goldstein 
234 Sunflower Avenue 

Kerstine, Adolph Mollie dry good 236 Delta Avenue 

(1) Landau, Max 
(2) Landau, Berthold 
(3) Landau, Rudolph 
(4) Landau, Mose 

(1) Carlie 
 

(1 & 2) co-proprietor 
(3) cashier 
(4) clerk 

(1 & 2) Max Landau & Co. 
246-248 Delta Avenue 
(3) Powers & Co. 

Levine, William Annie dry goods 238 Sunflower Avenue 

(1) Levinson, Barnard 
(2) Levinson Fannie 

(1) Rachel 
(2) Morris 

(1) men's furnishings 
(2) dry goods proprietor 

(1) 131 Third Avenue 
 (2) 224 Sunflower Avenue 

Nachman, Al N/A Loans & investments Theatre Building 

Powers, Mike Jessie dry goods, 
men's furnishings 

Powers & Co. 
Delta & Third 

(1) Rappaport, Isidor  
(2) Rappaport, Morris 

(1) Lena 
(2) Pauline 

(1) proprietor 
(2) peddler 

(1) Delta Avenue Dept Store 
322-326 Delta Avenue 
(2) 238 Issaquena 



(1) Rosenberg, Nathan 
(2) Rosenberg, Samuel 

(1) Rose (1) proprietor 
(2) clerk 

Clarksdale Jewelry Company 
 

Sack, Aaron Martha general merchandise 218 Delta Avenue 

Shapiro, Isaac “Ike” N/A grocery 244 Sunflower Avenue 

Small, John Jennie dry goods 312 Delta Avenue 

Weiss, Isidore N/A clerk John Small 
320 Delta Avenue 

Woolbert, Abraham Yetta tailor 232 Sunflower Avenue121 

 

BRODOFSKY/BOROD 

FANNIE AND MOSE 

Moses's obit reports he lived in Clarksdale many years;122 however, he was not listed in any census between 
Mississippi and Memphis. He was born in Russia, and Fannie was born in Russia in 1858. They married in 1880; 
and immigrated in 1888. Listed “peddler” as occupation in 1910 Census. He was not listed in the 1916 City 
Directory. 

 

CHILDREN BORN 
1) Max 
2) Annie 
3) Cleveland “Cleve”  1890 Memphis 
4) Rose 1882 Memphis 
5) Ike 1896 Memphis123 

CALIFF 

SOLOMON “SOL” and MOSE 

Sol's son, Leon said: “One of the greatest problems facing the young Jewish men living in rural areas 
was loneliness. They were entirely by themselves. And they had…as it turned out unless they had another 
Jewish family…They had no one to associate with.”124 1916 records show he helped to bring his younger 
brother, Mose, [born in Russia in 1897] over. “And then, Mose, I don’t know how he got the money or 
how it all worked out.” Mose came through Japan and San Francisco.125  

“Dublin, Mississippi, at that time was a major stop for the trains…Well, Mose and Sol Califf…were 
the two who lived near Dublin. There were several others at Tutwiler which was only a few, maybe eight 
or ten miles away. As I understand, they did associate socially with non-Jews but on a limited scale. As 
far as businesses were concerned, their primary customers were the on the plantations in that area.”126 

DAMSKER 

HERMAN 



Although Herman was living with Louis and was only about sixteen years old, he was listed in the 
1916 City Directory. Born in Vilna, Russia, in 1894, he immigrated in 1906. His World War I Draft 
Registration reports he worked as a salesman for the Clarksdale Grocery Company. He described himself 
as medium height with brown eyes and black hair. 

FINK 

Although he could not put a specific date to this story: 
 

 Alvin Fink tells the story of the time his Uncle Frank Fink who was living in Merigold, 
Mississippi, got into a dispute with a fellow by the name of Charlie Tuminello from Round 
Lake. The news got around that the Italian was gunning for Frank Fink. Word got back to Jake 
Fink that Charlie Tuminello was looking to shoot his brother Frank, and so Jake saddled up a 
horse and set out for Round Lake. The news of his imminent arrival went out before Jake and 
by the time he arrived in that town, the streets were cleared out except for two colored men. 
"Where'd everybody go” one man asked the other. "Boy, didn't you know," the man said, "Mr. 
Jake Fink is coming to town!" And with that said, both of them left.127 

GORDON 

ABE & SARAH 

Sarah, Max Kaufman's younger sister, was born a twin with Ike in Tennessee in 1892; They were 
both still living at home in 1910. In the 1920 Census, Sarah's husband Abe was head of the household. 
He was 31 (born in 1889 in Pennsylvania and managed a dry goods store). They had three daughters. Her 
mother, who was named Esther, and Ike lived with them. 

 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Lorraine 1916 Clarksdale 
2) Reva 1918 Clarksdale 
3) Betty 1922 Clarksdale 

HIRSBERG 

BERNARD 

Bernard said:  
Yes, I remember my family’s first car; it was an Essex. I was probably…seven or eight years 
old at the time. I was too young to drive, but within a year or two, I did drive before I was ten 
years old. A farmer who was a bachelor taught me to drive. He had a Ford , and I would ride 
with him out to his place. Once we got out of town, he would let me drive. So, I really learned 
to drive when I was probably eight or nine years old. There were no licenses needed. 

Living in Friars Point on the river, we had the boats. We had two lines of steamboats that 
served Friars point. The Adams Lind and the other was the Lee Line. They would bring freight, 
and a great percentage of the freight that came into Clarksdale came through Friars Point, 
because the river rates were lower.128 

 
Flora said: 
 

You're talking about my Papa's car––Essex touring car. You know what an Essex touring car 
is? It's one that doesn't have sides. You had to hook the blinds up. They come with the car, or 



you buy them, and they have Isinglass, and some sort of red leather material. You put them up 
and turn the little things to hold them there. That was in the winter time or when it was raining. 
Otherwise, you had a touring car and you just took those things down, and everything was open. 
When you went to Memphis and came home and washed your face, you had a line right here, 
black, dirt, because there were not paved roads [only] dirt…and gravel roads. 

No, I don't remember [when the roads were paved], but I can remember how happy we 
were. I can tell you, we used to love it, just to get to the Tennessee line, because from Tennessee 
on into Memphis it was gravel, and up unto that point, we used to go dirt, and then it got from 
Tunica to Memphis gravel, and then paved, and we were in hog heaven. We used to take three 
and a half hours to drive to Memphis.129 

 
Although others might get up four in the morning to get to Memphis, Flora said, “We never got up at 

four in the morning.” Then she commented on the gambling machines at the Blue and White Service 
Station, Tunica: “I'll tell you what I remember. When we'd drive to Memphis, we could not pass Tunica. 
We had to stop. My mama had to go out and put her nickels in the slot machine. Honey, you could not 
have pulled her with chains without getting to stop in Tunica. That's how my mother loved those slot 
machines. Watch that fruit go around! She was a sight.”130 

KATZ/TRIPLET 

CLARA 

Clara said: 
 

The Triplet family moved to Lambert, four miles from Marks where we are now, from Memphis 
in 1916. And I was the first Jewish baby around that area that people had seen. People came 
from all around. I went to school to the tune of kids singing ‘Jew baby, Jew baby pull up your 
socks, strawberry, strawberry five cents a box.’ It was just their way of saying 'I was something 
different.' My family moved there to make a living. My father had a store, general clothing, and 
then he bought land and farmed there. [He] was a director in the bank, and he turned the store 
over to his wife. He was a good farmer. He did cotton farming on about 500-600 acres at one 
time.131 

KERSTINE 

ADOLPH 

Corinne said she believed he had a general store, because in those days they had general stores.132 
The 1916 City Directory lists A. Kerstine as a clothing store.133 

 

CAESAR 

Photo in Week's Clarksdale & Coahoma County: A History shows Caesar on the 1916 football team, 
confirming Caesar was in school at that time.134 Selma said he voluntarily returned to high school to take 
secretarial courses after graduating. 135 

LILLIE 

Selma said: “I believe they left about 1916 because I remember Evelyn when she was almost two 
[years old], and they were still living in Clarksdale. I remember going into the bedroom. She was standing 
up in the crib. She was about one and one-half years old. 



Evelyn said: “'Me just woke up.' She was so cute.” 
Selma added, “I don't think they left around World War I.”136 

SELMA 

Selma said: “I was using the Second Street Bridge when I was in the Second grade. The Little 
Sunflower River was not full when I lived there.”137 

OKUN 

ISRAEL and BESSIE 

1910 Census reports Israel and Bessie lived in New York on Third Street with three children. Israel 
was born in 1874, immigrated in 1900, and owned his own shoe store. Bessie, born in 1875 and 
immigrated in 1903, married in Russia in 1893. According to Flora, “Mama did not go to school. She had 
very little English education. They were from Latvia. Papa came first [in 1900], and then, he sent for 
Mama. They were married in Russia in 1893.138 I had an older brother, Morris, who came [with Mama in 
1903]. We were in New York for a couple of years. I don’t remember anything about living in New 
York.”139 

 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Morris 1894 Russia 
2) Jennie 1906 New York 
3) Nathan “Nat” 1908 New York 
4) Flora 1911 New York 

 
 During Nat Okun’s interview, he added: “My [mother] had a married sister, Sadie Auerbach, living 

in Dyersburg, and she talked the family into moving to Dyersburg. So we moved to Dyersburg, and my 
father opened up a shoe store and a repair department…On the square in Dyersburg [was] a court house 
in the middle and four business blocks on each side of it. We lived there for approximately four years.”140 

Flora continued: 
 

From Dyersburg they came here. My parents left Dyersburg, Tennessee, to come to Clarksdale. 
I was about five years old when I came here. I was two when I left New York. 
[Morris]…passed away many, many years ago…was very young…but Morris came to 
Clarksdale first. He was the one who told Papa you must come here, because this is a wonderful 
place to live. My Dad picked up and moved his family here. First, my Dad had a store at 208 
Delta Avenue [in 1923]; then, he got a place across the street. The Bank of Clarksdale was 
across the street on Delta. That was the first bank. Then, there was Planters Bank, which was 
over on Third Street and Yazoo. So, Papa had the same store as he always had. 

[Because Aunt Sadie and Uncle Dave remained in Dyersburg], we used to go back and 
visit her every summer. We would travel by train to Memphis, and then, you had to change 
trains and take another train to Dyersburg. Mrs. Auerbach was Mama’s sister who moved here 
after Mama and Papa did. 

I had my sister Jenny and my brother Nat. Jennie is the oldest. Nat is the middle, and [I’m] 
the baby. We are three years apart. Jennie is six years older than I am. We lived at 106 Jefferson. 
At that time, there was nothing here except trees and cotton fields and nothing this side of the 
railroad track. So, I started school when I arrived. Ora Robertson was my first-grade teacher. 
She looked as old as Methuselah; however, she was about thirty-five years old. I have no idea 



how old, but she already had gray hair. She was about my height but a little thicker. I had Miss 
Barry in the second grade, and I was scared to death of her. I don’t think it was anything she 
did to me. It was a reputation she had. She never hit anybody that I know of. She was just 
known for being mean. You had to be scared of her. I remember we had a morning recess and 
then noon. We used to take our lunches to school until we moved across the street on Cherry 
Street; then, I could go home.141 

When I first arrived, the Jewish people did not mingle too well with the Christians. My 
early friends were Rachel and Toby Binder, but I don’t remember what year we became friends. 
They had been living here, and, I think, they had been born here. My non-Jewish classmates 
were not particularly friendly. They weren’t opposed to you or have anything against you; 
however, you just automatically did not blend.142 

 
Louis Rhodin, Nat Okun’s son-in-law, reports about the same story: 
 

Nat was nine years old when they arrived in Clarksdale from Dyersburg. His older brother, 
Morris, came here first. Then they came here, and he went to New York. In New York, he died. 
Before he went to NY, I have it on the other tape that he opened another store. That I wouldn't 
even put in there because it's not part of the story at all. I wouldn't even add Morris to it. The 
only thing about Morris is that he came here from Dyersburg before your father and grandfather 
came. Dad never told me, and it was never even clear. That's what I was told. The family came 
here to run the store that he started, because he wanted to go back up north to NY. Which he 
did, he married, and he died. Daddy said when he went up that way to get married. Nat, he saw 
his grave, for the first time he believed. About thirty years later.143 

  
Nat, a great storyteller, added the following details to his move to Clarksdale in the latter part of 1916: 

When we got off the train, the platform was covered with pigeons, and I told my father, ‘I'm 
glad to we came to Clarksdale.’ 

 [My father] said: ‘why?’ 
I said, ‘Look at all those pigeons. I love pigeons. I'm going to have a lot of pigeons.’ So 

eventually, I did have a lot of pigeons. I don't know whether you remember Sam Hochstein, 
well, his father had a grocery store on Sunflower Ave. and beside the groceries, he sold 
chickens. He kept chickens in the back of his store in the alley. So, the pigeons would flock in 
there to get some of the feed that the chickens were getting. Anyway, I made a deal with Mr. 
Hochstein, to catch the pigeons on a “halvers.” he would get half and I would get half. See, if 
I caught four pigeons, he got two and I got two. He would sell his pigeons to the black people 
and I would take mine and put them in the big cage that I had made at home. He gave me what 
they call an onion crate. It's a box about 41/2 ft. long and about two feet. wide, and it's slatted, 
where you could see inside it, So I would put this box out with a stick under it and a string, and 
put some extra feed under this box, and I would pull the string and catch these pigeons and we 
would distribute them. That's how I accumulated all those pigeons. 

[After I got them], I had them in a big cage in the back of my house. Somebody told me, 
"Why don't you make an opening for these pigeons? They'll fly around and they'll come back 
every night. " I thought that was a good idea so I did, I made an opening with a stand for them 
and they used to fly around. At that time, we lived in Riverton. We had some neighbors across 
the street, the Abrahams, I don't know whether you remember George and Sam Abraham? So 
anyway, the oldest brother, Sam Abraham, I caught him shooting my pigeons with an air rifle, 
so I went to see his mother about it, and she didn't speak very good English. She didn't 
understand and said she couldn't do anything. So, I asked a policeman about it. This policeman 
asked if this man was coming into my yard and shooting these pigeons. And I said, "No, sir, he 
shoots them when they' re out flying around." He said there was nothing he could do about it. 
So naturally, I hated this man for many years, and later on, this young man got to be an excellent 
hunter, and I used to kid him all the time, saying, " Sam, you know how you learned to hunt, 
don't you?" He'd say, "How did I learn how to hunt?" I said, "By shooting my pigeons many 
years ago." This is a true story. 



 

FLORA 

Flora said: 
 

[Morris had moved] to Clarksdale first. He was the one who told Papa you must come here 
because this is a wonderful place to live. My Dad picked up and moved his family here. First, 
my Dad had a store at 208 Delta Avenue [in 1923]; then, he got a place across the street. The 
Bank of Clarksdale was across the street on Delta. That was the first bank. Then, there was 
Planters Bank, which was over on Third Street and Yazoo. So, Papa had the same store as he 
always had. 

 
Flora continued: 
 

My mama kept kosher for a while. When she first came there, it didn’t look like she was going 
to be able to. She didn’t know whether or not they were going to have kosher meat. She had no 
way of getting back and forth to Memphis. So, I guess she did the best she could, and they then 
came and were able to keep kosher. She had two sets of dishes. I don’t know how she got 
weaned away from it. She just sort of gave it up. It gets to be a chore. We have Rabbi A. H. 
Freyman, and he sold kosher meat so that the Clarksdale people were able to keep kosher.144 

 
Flora remembered her youth with these stories: 

 
I went to dances when I was about eleven years old. That’s grown up formal dances that were 
at the Elks Club. I don’t remember much about the dances. I do remember that wearing pretty 
clothes was not important before you became a teenager. It became very important then. It was 
very impressive when you don’t have enough…that was serious trouble. Yes, it was painful. 
My papa just didn’t have it. There wasn’t anything we could do about it. He could have gotten 
it and gone into debt and not slept at night, you know. Somehow or other, as poor as we were, 
my mama could take a hen and serve six people. She could cut that hen up where everybody 
would have too much to eat, plus a bowl of soup. See, first, she made the soup, then she would 
take the chicken, and she’d roast it or do something to it – delicious. My mama was the best 
cook that ever was. Absolutely. 

[Bessie Okun] was known for her kindness, her sweetness and her friendship, as well as 
her cooking. She made the best coffeecakes, nut pastries. She was not a fancy cook, just was a 
cook’s cook. I am sorry to say, I didn’t learn to cook from her. Well, I learned a very few of 
her methods, and I didn’t try, that’s what is so pitiful. To have an opportunity like that, and I 
did not absorb it. There were no measurements. To measure, you just throw it [in]. You know, 
you just take a handful and a cupful, and I don’t know, you got the right consistency. and that 
was it. Their measurements were in their minds. They knew what it was supposed to feel and 
look like; that’s when they knew it was right.  

That’s about it, I think. I’ve never put that into words, but that’s it. How they cooked, and 
my mama was a marvelous cook, and I think her secret was that everything was cooked slowly 
and long (hours). Chicken had to cook for hours. I don’t know why it didn’t fall apart. And you 
know we had a coal stove. We didn’t have electric stoves. And you had to build a fire, and you 
had to add coals at the right time so that the oven wouldn’t be too hot for the cake. It was all 
put your hand in the oven—that was your thermometer.145 

NAT 

Nat remembered his mother’s chicken soup: 
 



My mother was the most wonderful cook that I believe there ever was. She could take one 
chicken, and she could make meals for the whole family for three days or more without any 
problem. If any of the neighbors got sick, she would always bring chicken soup. Just last week, 
Billy Holcomb, who was one of our neighbors, his mother was ill for a long time, came into 
my store and told me, “I'll never forget your mother. When my mother was sick, she used to 
bring her bowls of chicken soup, and that's what kept her well.” She did it often, and she did it 
for other people. She was a very, very kind person. I wouldn't have wanted a better mother.146 

 
Nat remembered his father: 
 

I couldn't have had a better father. He was a good businessman, very honest man…One time 
he overcharged a customer two cents, and he chased all around the block to find her to give her 
the two cents. That's the truth. I was just a young kid, you know, and my father used to go to 
St. Louis on buying trips. He'd get on the train, and he'd go to St. Louis. He would buy, at that 
time, we sold a lot of sample shoes, which are small sizes, that we could buy at discount prices, 
and broken lots, and that sort of thing. And that's how we developed our family shoe store. The 
only other interest he had was gardening. I could tell you some stories about pinochle, now. I 
never learned to play pinochle for this reason. My father was an avid pinochle player. I could 
come in from school, I was working at the store every afternoon after school, like most kids do 
when their father is a store owner. Sometimes I would come in, and there'd be two customers 
sitting there, and I'd walk in and say, "Where's Mr. Okun?" And they'd say, "We don't know. 
We've been here about 10 or 15 minutes, and there's nobody here. So, I knew exactly where he 
was. There was a cotton exchange about two doors down from our store where some of the 
cotton buyers would gather, and they would have pinochle. My father loved pinochle, and either 
he would play or go in and watch. And he would walk away from the store and forget how long 
he'd been gone, and eventually he would come back. He used to play with Mr. Aaron Sack, and 
I'm trying to think of some other cotton buyers who were there at the time, Mr. Rogers, Mr. 
Ledbetter…Mr. Levine and many others. 

Anyway, my mother always told this story. She said she came in to the store one day and 
she found the same situation. So, she said she went to the register, and she took out a $10 bill 
and put it in her purse. Then she went down there and found him at the pinochle game but she 
didn't say anything about taking the money. That night, she asked him, “How was business 
today?” He said, “Oh, business was all right.” She asked him if the register came out all right. 
He said, “Oh, yes, the register was right.” She said, “Well what about this $10?” So, in other 
words, she was telling him that maybe the customers could have been taking money at the same 
time. 

 
Nat added: 
 

That is how much he liked pinochle, and that's why I vowed that I would never learn to play 
pinochle, for that reason. If had that effect on you, I thought I'd better stay away from it…He 
and Mr. Levine, our next-door neighbor would play for hours at a time and get into the most 
violent arguments about anything, quit speaking for two days, and then on the third day, they 
were back playing pinochle. They used to play for big money, as much as a quarter, that was 
the tops.147 

My dad used to go to St. Louis on buying trips so I told him: ‘Buy me a bicycle when 
you are in St. Louis?’  
He said, ‘Well, maybe we'll see about it’ So he made the trip and he came back. 
I said, ‘Well, did you buy me a bicycle?’ 
He said, ‘Yes, I did.’ 
I said, ‘Where is it?’ 
He said they were going to ship it by express. 
So I said, ‘When do you think it will be here?’ 



He said he didn't know. 
So every day I used to go down to the express office and ask if my bicycle had come in. So one 
day I went down there, and the bicycle was there, crated in wood, I remember. I said, ‘I want 
my bicycle.’ 
The man said, ‘I can't let you have the bicycle.’ 
I asked him why. 

He said that he had to deliver it to my store, and your daddy has to sign for it. So I rode 
in the express truck with him to the store and got the bicycle. We were living in Riverton in 
this house that your grandfather [Adolph Kerstine] owned. So the very first night, I left the 
bicycle out on the porch. It rained. That night somebody stole my bicycle, and it rained cats 
and dogs. The next morning I got up, and my bicycle was gone. So I walked down Walnut 
Street several blocks, and I found my bicycle in a ditch of water. In those days the rims on 
bicycles were made of wood, and the rims on both wheels had warped. so that I couldn’t' t even 
turn the wheel. So I dragged the bicycle back home, crying, and I showed it to my daddy, and 
he said he would get me some new wheels for it.148 

 
Nat said: 

 
When I came from Dyersburg, I had just completed the third grade. I came to Clarksdale, and 
without thinking about it, I went to school by myself. I was nine years old, and I had to have 
an interview with Mr. Heidelberg, the superintendent. To me, he looked like one of the meanest 
men I'd ever seen in my life. I was really afraid of him. He asked me certain questions, if he'd 
have asked me what's the difference between day and night, at that time I don't think I could 
have told him. So, he says, ‘Well, young man, I think we better leave you in the third grade. I 
see you're supposed to be passed to the fourth grade, but I think I'm going to leave you in third 
grade.’ I said OK. So, I accepted, and when I went into school, I was in the third grade instead 
of the fourth grade.149 

PACHTER 

RUBY, MABEL, and FRANK 

David Pachter wrote: 
 

Approximately during this year Ruby Pachter's younger sister, Mabel Hymen Benjamin, and 
her husband, Frank, with Ruth, their daughter, moved to Webb, Mississippi. Henry Pachter 
built them a house on the lot next to his. Uncle Frank was a printer by trade. He became Henry 
Pachter's bookkeeper…Ruth and David were constant companions and had many happy hours 
together. He is three months older than she is. They started school together in Webb at age four. 
The first teacher was Miss Milard Abbey. Frank did not like the work and after two years, he 
moved his family back to St. Louis. Mabel often told the following story when David visited 
her in St. Louis later. 

[Mabel] had a Negro maid and saved garbage for the maid to feed her hogs. When offered 
the garbage for her hogs, the maid said: ‘Us hogs don't eat slop!’ in a very indignant manner. 
The brief story never meant much to me, but to Aunt Mabel, somehow that brief encounter with 
a Negro characterized her two years in Mississippi.150 

RAPPAPORT/SIMKA 

LOUIS 

Alvin Fink advised: “Simka was the Rappaport's original surname, but they changed it back to 
Rappaport [when they moved to Clarksdale].” Fink identified the man who was related to the Rappaports 
but died during the flu epidemic of 1918-1919. The only other evidence found was in the 1910 US Census 



which listed his occupation as salesman. He lived with Louis and Clara Winkler in Manhattan in 1910. 
He was born in Austria in 1886 and immigrated in 1899. 

This census shows Louis Rappaport born in Austria in 1865, and Clara, his wife, in 1877. She was 
also from Austria and immigrated a year later, 1901. 

 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Samuel  1908 New York 
2) Benjamin 1910 New York 
3) Lena 1911 New York 
4) Clair 1912 New York  
5) Jenny 1913 New York 

 
During the 1915 New York State Census the Rappaport/Simka family lived in Manhattan, New York. 
During the interview with the Rappaports the following was explained: 
 

Louie (Loi) Rappaport, their father, did not come to the US as a Rappaport. I think that's a very 
important story; that this story should be told. He was raised by an uncle, whose surname was 
Simka. And when he came to the US, he used the name Simka until he moved to Clarksdale, 
and he went back to the family name, which was Rappaport. They were all born under that 
name, Simka. 

Max married under that name also. I guess so, because his citizenship papers show Simka. 
He came from Austria, or Galicia. Galicia is a province, and the boundaries have changed so 
many times, but at the time it was a part of Austria-Hungary. (NOTE: The dictionary reports 
Galicia was a region of SE Poland and W. Ukraine.) If you've ever hear the expression, 
Galiciana, there were Galicianas, and there were Litvaksit was considered a province. 151 

 
Lena and Jennie continued: 

 
Max came to Clarksdale because he had his brothers here: Sol Rappaport, and Isadore 
Rappaport. We do not know when they came to Clarksdale, and we believe they were single 
when they came here. They may have been single because Uncle Isadore married …Aunt Lena 
[who] was from St. Louis. Didn't they have a brother that was killed in Natchez or Vicksburg, 
or somewhere? Yes. he was a peddler, and he was killed as he was peddling. I'll tell you an 
interesting story…Abe Levine was killed peddling. We had an Uncle Ben.152 

 
Barbara said: 
 

All the Jews who came here were peddlers. It was common, but I have a great uncle who was 
killed also. I can only tell you when I first learned about this. I was en route from Baton Rouge 
to Memphis by train in 1957. The conductor on the train, and I got into a conversation, and this 
was a Gentile man. He knew a Mr. Rappaport, who was a peddler, and was killed in Natchez, 
back whenever. No, I don’t know the date. This story was completely new to me. I was a 
teenager at the time. I mentioned it to Sam and Rowena, my parents, and they told me, yes, 
they did. Daddy did have an uncle that was killed. His name was Ben Rappaport, and he lived 
in Natchez. Lena or Jennie said they knew Uncle Sol lived in Natchez. He came before 1915 
or so…Isadore was married to Lena, and Sol was married to Stella. Uncle Morris’s wife, a 
woman named Pauline. Louis born in Austria in 1858 and immigrated in 1893. In 1930, he was 
a junk dealer…Jenny Rhodin, a sister-in-law to Rowena, was Samuel's wife.153 

 



It is difficult remembering which one added the information because they were interviewed at the 
same time. The tape did not differentiate the voices; thus, the following is quoted from the interview. 
Either Lena or Jenny said: 

 
My father was Louis Rappaport. He was known as “Louie.” My mother was Clara Winkler 
Rappaport. They were married in New York, but they were both from [Austria]. They came to 
Clarksdale as a couple with four children. They did not know each other in Europe from Galatia, 
a province of war torn Austria-Hungry. They met and married in New York…Neither Lena, 
nor Jennie, remembered being told they were going to move to Mississippi. Rowena reported 
that Sam told her that Louis’s brothers asked him to come, and he did.154 

 
Barbara said: “My mother was about sixteen or seventeen years younger than Louis. She had to leave 

all her sisters in New York. In fact, my daddy was rooming and boarding with one of her sisters. [Louis] 
was the oldest, and when his father died, he had to take over the family. He had a sister in Europe.”155 

Rowena said: “When [Louis] got on the train in New York, he had heavy underwear and everything 
on. When he got nearer the South, it got warmer and warmer, and he’d take a layer of clothes off until he 
got here. He liked it very well, when he arrived. They had a livery stable in New York. He wrote to Clara 
told her to get rid of everything and come South. He said: 'it was the land of the honey or something.'”156 

Lena said: 
 

In May, Mama followed with four kids and a puppy dog. I don’t remember the trip down, but 
I remember when I got off the train. Our Uncle Morris’ daughter Gussie met us. I guess Uncle 
Morris was with her. His daughter met us, and I saw a chicken, I wanted to catch the birdie, 
'cause New Yorkers don’t know a chicken running around.' And, she wouldn’t let go of my 
hand, and I was told I bite her. I don’t remember whether or not I liked it when I got off the 
train. Just that I hadn’t seen my father in several months, and I was looking forward to that.157 

 
Jennie said: 
 

I had no memories of New York before I left…[I was] already in school but they put [me] back. 
I was twelve years old and in the second grade which I learned from a letter I had to get from 
the Clarksdale City Schools for my birth certificate. It was from Paul Hunter who stated the 
above data. I remember Ora Robinson was one of my teachers. Mr. Heidelberg was the 
superintendent. Lillian Shankerman was in my class, and we graduated together. I don’t know 
whether she was in my second grade or not. I remember Annie Bell, a teacher. I took piano 
lessons from Ada Chapman. I didn’t take long, because I wanted to be a violinist. Mr. Kooyman 
wasn’t here at the time. I took from Mrs. Friedman; she had two sons and a daughter. 
Flora Okun Hirsberg was one year younger than me. Two of the Binder girls were also in my 
third grade: Rachel Binder Cooper, Toby Binder, Ida and Ann were twins. Sally was the 
youngest girl. The boys included Julius, Louis, Mike, Morris. They all lived on our street, and 
we played football, cops & robbers, and baseball. We played out on Poplar; there were no tennis 
courts here, even at the schools at that time. We entertained ourselves with the movies, the 
Paramount on Yazoo, once a week, on Saturday…went in the morning, and parents had to come 
pick us up that night. The Delta [theater] was here before the Paramount. We went to Memphis 
to see a lot of things; like, Gone with the Wind in the 30s or 40s, but not in the 20s as we were 
in high school. 

Toby and I used to study. If she studied at my house, I walked her to her home, and she 
walked me back home because we couldn’t walk separately, kept going back and forth so our 
mamas could go and walk with us. We lived on Madison, and they lived on Monroe. The Mays 
lived on Madison also: Lenabel, Rose, Edith and their brothers, Mike, Sidney, and Abe. There 



was a bunch of Jewish families in the Riverton area, the Mays, the Joe Binders, the Victor 
Binders, the Rappaports. Auerbach's daughter lives in Greenville, Eva Auerbach Kaplan. 

My father was a peddler here first. Then, he went into automobile parts. His business was 
located at home. We owned our home. He went out to Ruleville and Cleveland and all over the 
Delta selling this inventory. Our first car was a pickup truck that he used.158 

 
Lena remembered: 
 

When they first arrived, they lived with Uncle Morris on Tallahatchie Street. We lived with 
them until Daddy bought the house some months later. I am not sure which month, but it was 
within the first year. My mother never said anything about having a hard time adjusting to this 
life. She just stayed home and took care of the kids. 

[Mother] was a grand cook. We never bought a loaf of bread; she made her own. She 
cooked cookies, cakes, but you had to use a hammer on the pie crust. She made extra loafs and 
shared her bread with everyone in the neighborhood on Fridays. Some Italian people lived next 
door to us (Antone), and he called it Jewish cake never bread. She cooked mostly German 
recipes, meat and potatoes, heavy food, kugels, chicken and chicken soup. She made delicious 
gefilte fish. She taught me how without recipes. She was famous for her beer and wine. Did 
she ever put up a great home brew. When she died, we looked under the house and found 
gallons and gallons of wine that we didn’t know was there. She, nor my father, were heavy 
drinkers. She made wine for the holidays. 

My daddy was very Orthodox. Yes, we kept kosher. I have a tablecloth that mother had 
when she came from Europe. She came to live with her sisters but I don’t know the date. 
Rowena got most of her Passover dishes, and she sold most everything. She had about three 
sets of dishes: two sets for the year and two sets for Passover. She sold almost everything she 
had before she went into the B’nai B’rith Home. 

Mother could not read or write, but daddy could. He learned on his own; he wrote the way 
you pronounced it. He learned before he came to Clarksdale. We spoke Yiddish and English at 
home. When there was a non-Jew in our home, we instructed our mother: ‘you speak English.’ 
We all spoke English before we arrive in Clarksdale. If they had an accent the daughters would 
not say. However, Jennie or Lena said when she was in Washington, they made fun of her 
Southern accent.159 

ROSENBERG 

NATHAN AND ROSE 

Nathan was born in Romania in 1897. He immigrated in 1911 and was a merchant by 1920. Rose 
Wiener was born in Tennessee (probably Memphis) in 1892. 

 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Dorothy 1916 Tennessee 
2) Evelyn  1919 Mississippi 
 

WIENER 

DAVE 

Dave said: “When my mother got pregnant with me, she came to Memphis to be with her mother. 
August 24, 1916. I was born in my grandmother’s home—Hill Street, Memphis. Her name was 
Engelberg—my mother’s mother.”160 



1917 

April 6: The United States declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917, more than two and a 
half years after World War I started. 

 
On May 7, the British-owned Lusitania ocean liner was torpedoed without warning 
just off the coast of Ireland. Of the 1,959 passengers, 1,198 were killed, including 128 
Americans. The German government maintained that the Lusitania was carrying 
munitions, but the U.S. demanded reparations and an end to German attacks on 
unarmed passenger and merchant ships…On June 26, the first 14,000 U.S. infantry 
troops landed in France to begin training for combat. After four years of bloody 
stalemate along the western front, the entrance of America’s well-supplied forces into 
the conflict marked a major turning point in the war and helped the Allies to victory.  

 
Year of the international epidemic during WWI161 
Cotton price per pound was $0.24.162 

 
June 2: US General Leonard Wood visited Hattiesburg, marking the beginning of a new 

military satellite training camp, Camp Shelby Company I, Second Mississippi Infantry 
volunteer their services at the call of the President.163 

 
June 22: Blues singer John Lee Hooker was born in Clarksdale. 
 
September 8: Article in TOWN TALK, “Demand for and scarcity of house driving families from 

Clarksdale.”164 

 
October: Bolshevik Revolution in Russia 

 
Coahoma County’s first contribution to the World War, Company K, Second Mississippi Infantry, 

volunteer their services at the call of the President.165 
 
In 1917 The Clarksdale Daily Register The new [Alcazar] hotel was an “overnight success” and 

suggested an article that even the expanded facilities were not adequate to meet the need. (reference 
unknown). 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

NEW YEAR’S EVE BALL 

 
The ball room was beautifully decorated in red, white and blue colors. There were guests from 
all parts of Mississippi, Tennessee, Missouri and Arkansas, all of whom seemed to have 
enjoyed the occasion…[It] started at 10:00 with 200 couples on the floor, which continued to 
until the ‘wee am’ hours…Handy’s band of Memphis, furnished the music for the delightful 
affair. The Jewish New Year ball is always a great occasion in Clarksdale, and this one was no 



exceptions. The young folks spent a most charming evening and speak in the highest terms of 
those who looked after their comfort and pleasure during this cordial function.166 

 

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DANCE 

According to the newspaper clipping, this was the Seventh Annual ball held at the Courthouse with 
Stack Mangham’s orchestra.167  

ABRAMS 

SAM 

Sam reported: “I had my Bar Mitzvah in Memphis in 1917. My dad stayed in the store in Duncan.”168 
Sam Abrams said his father first had a store on Delta Street in 1917. 

DAMSKER 

HERMAN 

Herman’s naturalization document reports he immigrated in 1906. He was five foot seven inches and 
weighed 135 pounds. 

Louis joined the US Army (World War I), and Herman, too young for the military, continued to work 
and save his money. He went into business for himself under the name Coahoma Seed & Feed. 

FINK 

According to Judy Tucker’s research about Jake Fink: 
 

In 1917 as the United States entered World War I, Coahoma County’s Company 1, second 
Mississippi Infantry, volunteered their services to the war effort. The economy in Clarksdale 
boomed and Jake Fink moved his family to the Woolbert’s home in Clarksdale while he built 
a home. Sometime around 1917-18, Jake built a grand home worthy of his status at 226 West 
Second Street in Clarksdale and went to New York and St. Louis to purchase furniture for it.169 

FREYMAN 

IDA LICHT 

Ida was born in Pennsylvania in 1898. She was the daughter of Rev. A. H. and Rachel Freyman. Ida 
suffered from appendicitis, adhesions and toxic hepatitis. After the surgery a setback caused her death. 
She was employed at Max Landau & Company when she died. This was one of the earliest graves of the 
Beth Israel Cemetery. 

HIRSBERG 

JACOB 

According to Bernard, “Money was not that important to my father. It was the principles. From the 
time (I don’t remember the age, but I would say seven, eight, nine years old) if I wanted money, I went 
to the cash register and got it. I left a note as to how much I got, and what I was going to use it for. Fine 
– no problem, as long as you didn’t abuse it, and you paid for everything that you bought.”170 

BERNARD 



Bernard continued: “I remember during WWI; they brought a submarine up the river to Friars Point. 
It was part of a drive to sell war bonds and war stamps. They brought a light cruiser at a different time. It 
was more for showing it off. It wasn’t for any wartime situation. It had no relations to the war other than 
for the sale of war bonds. River traffic has never stopped, but nothing gets served there now [1994], 
except for the fact that they do have limestone, and they have a grain elevator over there now that ships 
by water.”171 

HIRSHFELD 

February 20: “Manny’s Coal Black Rose” was sung by little Miss Selma Hirschfeld very cleverly at 
the Minstrel Show held at the Majestic Theatre.172 

ILTIS 

Joseph 

Joseph, a ladies’ and gents’ tailor, rented building next to the newspaper for a tailoring shop. He 
purchased suits and other accessories for his tailoring business rather than make a suit from patterns. 
According to the news article, he opened his new store.173 

During March, Iltis advertised almost daily to help toward the war effort. 
 
 
 

March 3, 1917 
 
 

 

JACOBSON 

BESSYE 

Bessye Jacobson married A. L. Block of Jonestown, Mississippi..174 
According to another article later in October, H. Jacobson was considering opening a branch in 

Jonestown with his son-in-law as manager. 

JAKE 

February 20: Jake performed as Mr. Turpin who sat around in the circle at the Minstrel Show held 
at the Majestic Theatre. Kelly performed as one of the end men and performed the 
solo, “Knock the ‘L’ Out of Kelly.” He performed a Blackface Specialist with Dos 
Wheelery during the group singing and dancing specialty of “My Grandfather Girl.”175 

 

According to the Daily Register, he played the King in “Alice in Wonderland”, 
performed April 18.176 

 

 



KANTROVITZ/KANTOR 

April 4: “Roof Gard Opens with a Grand Ball.” Closed by Manager Kantrovitz who stated that 
“the advent of warmer weather, he…re-opened the place and would continue it 
throughout the Spring and Summer.”177 

BENNIE 

This eleven year old son of Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Kantrovitz died due to heart problems. According to 
the newspaper, six weeks prior he was taken from school and admitted to Lenox Hill Hospital, New York 
City for specialized medical care.178 

KERSTINE 

When Selma was nine years old, she remembered there was an open pavilion at night. The pavilion 
was kind of a tent. They had the silent movies at the open pavilion. “Yeah, and then they used to pass 
around crackerjack, and have prizes.”179 

Selma added: “The Little Sunflower River had already dried up. Almost, cause I knew someone who 
had a house that you had to spit in it to keep it dry.”180 

PETITION FOR STREET LIGHTS ON DELTA 

Selma said: “Daddy was always wanting lights to cross the streets. He wanted 'white way' globes. The 
town council refused to vote on the monies needed for this. Adolph collected the necessary names on the 
petition to prove it was needed. Adolph went all over town getting signatures for putting streetlights, and 
to get traffic lights even though they did not need them. The first night, they sanded the street and band 
played in front of Kerstine’s store to honor him. Caesar played in the band.”181 

The only data related to this is documented in the newspaper article, “'Extension of City White Way 
Sought By Business Men” reported “A. Kerstine acted as speaker for the Progressive Club who were 
present at the regular City Commissioners meeting on March 27, 1917. Kerstine reported “that practically 
all the property owners along this street were in favor of such an extension.” The street referred to started 
from the “Y. & M. V. depot and extended to the courthouse on Yazoo Avenue.”182 

KLINE 

MYER 

Julian Bloom said: 
 

In Alligator, Myer Kline had three plantations with about 300 families on those three 
plantations. He brought all those young men to Alligator to work, like my father-in-law Robert 
Kaplan, Harry Magdovitz, and Julius Baskind. They all started in Alligator working for Myer 
Kline. Then they branched out, and that's how they got in all these little towns like Drew and 
Sumner and Webb. They got a little experience, my father-in-law, of course, was in the 
hardware, his brother was the groceries, and then they had the dry goods. Actually, they all 
started out with a job with Mr. Kline, and they lived in what they called a hotel there, upstairs 
over Mr. Kline's stores. Then, they had a boarding house where they at. All of the early life 
stems from that, and that's how they got to Mississippi. 

The early 1900's—1917-1918, that's when Joanne's daddy (Robert Kaplan) came. All these 
men came there, and Hilda Baskind Kaufman's daddy ice-skated on the Alligator Lake there, 
and Saturday nights there were shootings and going-ons and doings. 



In the hardware store, they sold everything from nails to coffins. Nobody ever paid any 
attention to who killed who or what or when. It's just hard to imagine that kind of stuff went 
on, but it did. They would come to Alligator on the river by boat, but everything started from 
somewhere, you know.183 

LANDAU 

BERTHOLD 

According to several newspaper articles, Berthold participated in a business organization to stop 
peddlers from working without licenses. 

 
January 25: Berthold performed the role of Julia Marlowe in the “Womanless Wedding” held at 

the Majestic Theatre.184 

MAX 

Several items in the “Condensed City News” column reported Sam worked for Max Landau & Co. 
A review of the newspaper showed over 50 ads for Max Landau Co. 

MOSE 

February 10: Mose resigned from Max Landau & Co and returned to live in Memphis.185 

SILVERBLATT 

CHARLIE 

January 20: Charlie Silverblatt performed as one of the end men and sang the solo, “Joy Man 
Blues,” at the Minstrel Show held at the Majestic Theatre. He also participated in the 
group singing and dancing specialty of “My Grandfather Girl.”186 

January 25: Charlie Silverblatt and Mark Hinman sang the duet, “I’ve Something Sweet To Tell 
You. Caruso and Melba” in the Womanless Wedding held at the Majestic Theatre.187 

May 10: “Mr. Charles Silverblatt…guest of Mrs. Manson Hyman, returned home…At the 
Confederate Memorial Day services held at the Elks Club, Mr. Silverblatt delighted 
the audience with a tenor solo Yazoo Sentinel.”188 

WEISS 

ISADORE 

January 26: Isadore performed the role of Anita Stewart in the “Womanless Wedding” held at the 
Majestic Theatre.189 

September 4: “Isadore Weiss, formerly with John Small or this city, has accepted a position in the 
shoe and clothing department of Max Landau & Company.”190 

1918 

January 9: Mississippi was the first state in the union to ratify the 18th Amendment—Prohibition. 
 



November 11:  WWI ended with more than two million American soldiers had served on the 
battlefields of Western Europe, and some 50,000 of them had lost their lives. 

 
Cotton price per pound was $0.32.191 

 
County goes “over the top” for Liberty Loan Bonds and War Savings Stamps Company.192 
 
Newspaper clipping in Carnegie Public Library Album Volume #1: 

 
Although a Private Swimming Pool, E. J. Mullens, Jr. will give big opening next week; 
proceeds to go to benefit of Red Cross. E. J. Mullens Jr. will give Big Opening New Week. The 
handsomest and most modern place of entertainment in the city is fine new natatorium just 
completed by E. J. Mullens, Jr. at the family residence on the boulevard at a cost approximately 
$10,000…with a thirty-seven foot included projection that will shoot a person almost across 
the pool at a velocity of nearly hundred miles an hours to toy submarines, torpedoes and boats 
which are propelled in the water by means of large springs. The pool is 50 x 90 feet in 
dimensions has a depth ranging from three-to-ten feet and will hold, when full about 420,000 
gallons of water.193 

 
During the interview Bernard Hirsberg had with Rabbi Plaut, Bernard said: 
 

In the early twenties, [or] the late teens, Clarksdale had much better rail facilities. The emphasis 
was away from the river. For a long period of time, every automobile that was brought into 
Clarksdale came from the river. All of the cotton that was transported away from here went to 
Friars Point and was transported by rail. Used to have the freight lines operating out of Friars 
Point. In other words, a tremendous boon and of course, the only means of transportation up 
until the railroads…The heavy freight moved by river. The emphasis was shifting from the 
river towns to Clarksdale as a commercial center.194 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL  

According to a news article “Plan New Jewish Temple in City,” 
 
As a result of a meeting at the Hirschfeld establishment on Delta Avenue last night, at which a 
number of prominent Jewish citizens were present, the organization of a new congregation and 
the drawing up of plans for the erection as soon as conditions will permit, of a modern 
commodious house of worship or temple were perfected including provisions for securing the 
services of an accredited and competent Rabbi. 

The new congregation in accordance with a resolution unanimously adopted at the meeting 
last night, will hold regular religious services every Friday night at some public place or hall, 
temporarily secured for the purpose, until the plans for the construction of a permanent house 
of worship and the engagement of a pastor are finally carried out. 

The new congregation’s initial service will be held at 8 o’clock next Friday night at the 
city hall and will be conducted by Professor George Tunkle of the Beth Israel Hebrew School, 
who will also deliver a short lecture on ‘The Synagogue and Its Mission.’ The public is cordially 
invited.195 

ABRAMS 

DAVE 

According to his son, Sam,  



 
Dave obtained a good education in Russia. Several years after his marriage, he left Russia 

and went to England, seeking greater opportunities. He spent a few years there and finally came 
to America in either 1903 or 1904. He moved some time later from New York to Drew, 
Mississippi, but remained there only a short time.196 He became acquainted with some Jews in 
Drew, Mississippi. Dave said it was Olansky.  

They gave him stuff to peddle. In those days the Jews all peddled. He didn't peddle from 
New York, but after he arrived in the South. After he started the store he sent for his wife, Ethel 
B. Lemand. He found a store in Duncan and established a business enterprise there. 

See I hadn't seen my Daddy. I was conceived in England when my Daddy was in England. 
My mother went back to Russia, and her Daddy died just before we got passport to come over 
here. I didn't see my Daddy until I was four years old. 

Al Nachman was in the insurance business. My daddy's house that we lived on Madison 
in Riverton was the first one as many Jews lived on that street. Al Nachman furnished some 
money for this house. He had a very low interest rate on it. He was very charitable. He put 
Buddy Brocato, an Italian boy, through college. He became a lawyer. He didn't have a family 
[in Clarksdale]. 

In 1908, my mother, sister Lena and I came over here. I was four years old. We had a house 
behind the store in Duncan. My daddy had a mercantile business there. I never will forget my 
mama had a fit because my daddy had to work on Saturday. My sister and I went to a one-room 
schoolhouse on a hill. My sister, Lena, was older. 

Yes, I remember when we lived in Duncan. I was a little bitsy thing. I used to ride the train 
on Thursday afternoon with three or four chickens in the baskets to be killed by Rev. Freyman. 
And I had to come back Friday morning. I stayed with his family. One time, the chicken got 
loose on the train. I had to run him down. I've never forgotten that.197 
 

Sam continued describing his family moved to Clarksdale: 
 

About 1918 we moved to Clarksdale because it offered better business. We moved next to a 
Ford’s Catering Shop. Right next to Ford’s was Friedman’s Court Yard. It was down by the 
railroad. I never will forget we use to hang stuff out in front of the store. In those days, one 
Saturday night I was young and foolish and black man stole a dress from in front of the store 
and ran into the courtyard. I ran after him. I told him stop, or I would shoot. He said shoot 
ahead. I didn’t have a gun with me. When we were on Delta and in Duncan, my daddy had 
women and men’s clothing stores. I don’t remember the year when he lost his merchandise on 
Delta, and he went to Issaquena to open up.198 

 
The 1923 Clarksdale City Directory lists the store at 364 Delta.199 

Levinson/Aronson 

Annie Levinson 

Annie married Meyer H. Later, she married Osherwitz in the 1940s. 
Sam Abrams said: 

 
I know Annie Aronson was bad. She was one of the funniest persons in the world. The story of 
the Pesach: when she called the women about the water being turned off. The ladies were 
preparing for Pesach, and you didn’t have freezers or water for refrigeration so the ladies were 
doing everything without water the last minute. She told them the water was turned off. 
The one thing I can remember about Annie was one night. We were over to somebody’s house, 
and there was a Jewish man that owned a furniture store. He managed it. Johnnie and Dorothy 
Gardner managed the furniture store that formerly belonged to Dave Bernstein. 



Johnny and his wife lived in Clarksdale. Annie disguised her voice, and she acted like she 
could talk like a black person. She told this man that she had some money for furniture and 
wanted to buy some furniture for his wife. She had Johnnie coming down to the store at night 
to meet the man. I want to tell you something. We laughed…Yea, he came. Anything she could 
do. She was filthy person.200 

 
CHILD:  Maury 

BLOOM 

WALTER JOSEPH 

Walter, born in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, in 1890, moved to Clarksdale in 1918 prior to registering for 
WWI and married Bell Ester Binder. His World War I draft registration reports he worked for Sunflower 
Lumber Company. He was medium height with dark brown hair and eyes and was single. The 1920 US 
Census lists him as a furniture salesman. The 1930 census said he owned his own bakery. 

 
CHILD BORN 
1) Jacob E. 1920 Mississippi. 
2) Edith L. 1921 Mississippi 
3) Charlyne R. 1925 Tennessee 
4) Dorothy 1929 Tennessee 
5) David 

COHEN 

FRED AND ADELE 

The newspaper article quotes Adele Cohen-Kline: 
 

A downtown staple since 1918, the Madeira Shop…opened in 1918 on Delta Avenue…We 
were a ready-to-wear-woman's clothing store…We went into business in the early 1900s. Kline 
said her husband already had the business when she came to work for him. He came to New 
York on a buying trip…Her first husband Fred Cohen was from Aleppo, Syria. We met, fell in 
love and got married in New York. She said: I was a sales lady, and he said that I would be 
good for a store he had in Clarksdale. The rest, as they say, is history. The Madeira Shop, named 
after an island near Portugal and well-known lingerie and/or linens, was my life. I couldn't wait 
for the days to come to open up. I lived and breathed the store. Kline said the store was also 
where she made all her friends. They would come and visit with me. I had wonderful clientele. 
The best in town. Everybody came to the store to keep me company. Kline said she stayed in 
business because of her love for people. I always wanted to stay in the store. I love to wait on 
people and help them get what they want. They were high-class people with lots of money who 
didn't mind spending it.201 

Adele was born February 1, 1910 in New York City to Eli and Moly Betsh. She enjoyed 
frequent buying trips to New York City, Dallas and California. She said: ‘We had some 
beautiful merchandise. May customers always waited on new.’202 

FINK 

JAKE AND FREDA: 

Alvin wrote in his memoirs, and Marion, his sister also added to the following: 



 
Jake was one year too old for the draft. With the demands of the war machine, the economy of 
the nation, the Delta boomed. Jake and his business had outgrown the small town of Duncan; 
he moved, lock, stock and barrel, to Clarksdale. He only bought a limited amount of land to 
build his grand home worthy of his status at 226 West Second Street. The Myer Klines lived 
next door. Ed Peacock, banker, brought material out to the lot and appeared to be building a 
shanty on the rest of the lot. It cost Jake $5000 more to buy the property from Ed Peacock. 

Jake had a partnership that he operated with Freda as far as the plantation was concerned, 
I think. During this decade, Jake bought some big plantations on the Riverside out there 
between Hillhouse and Sherard, Mississippi. He owned the sandpit down in Shaw, Mississippi. 
Owned a big place right next to the State Penitentiary at Parchman. Although he was in and out 
of a number of businesses, the cotton business remained his true love. I have often thought 
about this and have come to the conclusion that cotton buying and selling is a very clean 
business in that you know the man you’re dealing with, and the business is subject to a number 
of formalities. Jake could class 100 bales of cotton and feel like he had correctly identified the 
staple and grade of each and every sample. 

Pauline was born at her grandmother’s home. Dr. Gray was the doctor. She was born within 
the six months period that her parents were living at the Woolberts because their new home on 
Second Street was not completed. They went to New York and St. Louis to purchase furniture 
for it. Marion said she mostly [bought the label] ‘Baker,’ and she kept the desk. They were 
conventional style of the day, not antiques. Freda did not care for antiques; she had elegant 
taste which she used both in furniture and in clothes. Jake became president of the B’nai B’rith 
Lodge # 660.203 

 
Alvin noted: “During WWI the haberdashers had shirts, men silk shirts as much as $25 and that is no 

money today, but in those days $25 to $35 was a lot of money for a shirt. And all that stuff, high-top 
shoes for ladies, that all went out of business. People kept their merchandise, but no money.”204 

FRIEDMAN 

GERTRUDE NELSON 

Julia Baker Glassman said: 
Gertrude Friedman Nelson, who was Max Friedman’s relative lived at our house for two years, 
because my parents and my sister lived in Duncan. Uncle Harry had already built these two 
houses and said: 'That is going to be Morris’s house.' Daddy wasn’t ready to leave Duncan—
two-to-three weeks before I was born, they moved to Clarksdale-206 Catalpa. The Friedman 
family lived in that house in Clarksdale for two years after they moved from Jonestown, and 
then moved to Clarksdale. That is Cousin Celia, Elaine, Charlie, Sam and Toonie's family. Yea, 
they stayed in Clarksdale. She was older than I was. They were Bohemians; however, they 
moved around. Smart, beautiful, she played basketball. If I am not mistaken, she was tall. 
People are like gypsies until they finally settle.205 

HOCHSTEIN 

MAX 

Max Hochstein age 52, died from flu (see Dave Abrams-1910 manuscript). 

KERSTINE 

ADOLPH and JULIUS 

During World War I (1918) Adolph closed the store and followed his sons Max and Isidor around the 
US while they were in the Army. Selma said: 



 
They spent at least one summer in Hot Springs. Well, I was in the second grade, about 9 years 
old, during World War I. We went to Hot Springs. That is where we were living at the time. 
Well, Daddy’s brother lived there. Natalia’s father was Charles M. He had a [factory] that made 
bath towels and made robes out of bath towels. He used to have a thing to put your hand in. 
One side was real stiff and on the one side was cloth to wash with. He always kept Mama 
supplied with that. He always brought tea. He liked a certain kind of tea that he always had. 
Mollie, I got a sack of tea for you. It would make her so mad 

At one time, Adolph had a store but John Clark sold him the best property here. Daddy 
owned more than just the one house we lived in on Yazoo. During the First World War, he sold 
out a bunch of stuff at almost nothing because he said he didn't want any war money.206  

ISIDOR 

Isidor enlisted (or was drafted April 13, 1918, to March 20, 1919) into the Army for World War I and 
served in France. Isidor was sent to France between August 26, 1918, and March 11, 1919. 

Selma said: 
 

I remember when Isidor got sick with pneumonia in France. He was on the front lines. The only 
thing that saved him was that he got sick with the flu and had to fall out on the way to the front. 
Felled out is how he described it to everybody. That meant he had sent him back to the hospital 
to get well. He had pneumonia. He almost died, he said that was the only thing that saved him. 
He fell out in line, and they put him in the hospital. Well, he got out pretty quick. He could 
have had a pension, and he didn’t want to wait for it.207 

 
Isidor always started his WWI story by saying he joined but did not want to shoot a gun or be in the 

infantry. He believed it to be ironic he was put in the Engineering Corp, which meant they were trained 
to go ahead of the infantry to exam and inspect bridges and the terrain. 

Isidor signed up for the Army in April 1918 while living in New York. The military service card 
reports he served as a private in the 152 Dep Brig to August 12, 1918, and the 116 Engineers while serving 
in Europe between August 16, 1918, and March 11, 1919. He was discharged on his birthday, March 20, 
1919.208 

MAX 

Prior to Max opening his first store, he worked for his father, who had a clothing store at 236 Delta 
Avenue. In 1918 Kerstine opened his first store somewhere between South Edwards Avenue and Edwards 
Alley. This street runs parallel to the railroad and perpendicular to the northern corner of Issaquena. On 
May 3, 1918, Max locked his door to his store and went off fight to World War I. Three weeks later, 
someone burglarized the store and took most of the merchandise, but no police action was taken. After 
Kerstine's discharge in 1919, he returned to Clarksdale and worked in the family retail stores as each of 
his two brothers and father had opened one. He waited until 1925 to start his second store, located at 378 
Issaquena in the Center Store Front of the Ballard Building. 

According to the author's memories, Max was over forty-nine years old when she was born [year]. 
His deformed left third finger occurred after breaking it because he did not see a doctor to reset the bone. 
No one explained how he broke it. He always walked with his head down and wore a suit and vest with 
a pocket watch. He stuttered; thus his speech was difficult to understand. He enjoyed being with his nieces 
and nephews, and when he came for dinner, he often told jokes. Once, when the author once saw him in 



a police squadron car, she started shaking because she believed he was in trouble. He got out and assured 
her, he was friends with the policeman and was socializing. 

According to Selma, Max was stationed in San Antonio: “Adolph took us down there to be with Max 
in San Antonio, but he left on Saturday, and we got there on Sunday. He served in World War I. Max 
thought he was sick most of the time. Adolph went to San Antonio, Texas, to speed up the process of 
getting him separated.”209 

WWI Draft Registration dated June 5, 1917, described Max as medium height and weight with dark 
brown eyes and black hair. 

SELMA 

Selma remembered: “I was in the fourth grade. They had the first public eye examinations, and the 
only thing I could see was that big E. I was having a hard time because they put everything on the board, 
and I couldn't read it. I sat in front but I still couldn't see.”210 

OKUN 

NAT 

The author asked Nat to talk about childhood games. He said: 
 

Well as youngsters, we played marbles mainly. I never could afford a good shooter, the main 
marble that you need, [thus] I didn't do so well. Also, with tennis, even when I was in grammar 
school, we used to have the Oakhurst playground and the Eliza Clark playground. We used to 
have tournaments, not high school, just playground tournaments. I remember Leighton Miller 
represented Eliza Clark, and I represented Oakhurst, so fortunately, I won. The prize was a box 
of homemade candy. In those days, I used to play with a racquet, the retail on it in those days 
was about $2.00…In fact I played tennis up till last year, even at my age. I developed some 
arthritis in my fingers, and I couldn’t' close my hand, couldn't grip the racquet. I taught my son 
Maury how to play, and you'd be surprised what a good tennis player he is. I taught my grandson 
Andy Rhoden to play. Now he has developed into a good player, and he was on the tennis team 
last year at high school. He wasn't a first string player, but this year he may be. 

1919 

Prosperity at peak as an aftermath of war conditions. Long staple cotton soars to $1/pound, and land 
transferred as high as $400/acre. Company I, Second Mississippi Infantry, volunteer their services at the 
call of the President.211 

 
June 28: The Versailles Treaty, signed on June 28, 1919, was the peace settlement between 

Germany and the Allied Powers that officially ended World War I. 
 

Elizabeth Dorr School was finished. It was a red-letter event as it had a large auditorium, indoor 
swimming pool, manual training facilities and many classrooms.212 
 
1919-1920:  Clarksdale High School Football team who won the Delta Champions and second in 

the State included:  
1. Jake Jacobson 2. Morris Friedman  



3. Ike Baker 4. Roland Levinson 
5. Myer Friedman213 

CALIFF 

SOL and REBECCA 

Leon continued the history of his parents: 
 

My father was not a gregarious type person, and the life he lived, as I mentioned earlier, a frugal 
existence, to save money, to improve his life when he could, and to study. He had a very 
beautiful handwriting, and his favorite hobby later in life was reading, especially medical stuff. 
But anyway, a man who was a drummer, that’s what they used to call a salesman, came through, 
and, of course, they used to sit and talk…He told him about this single girl in St. Louis. My 
father went up there to buy merchandise for his store. I don’t know whether it was spring or 
fall, but it was in 1919. 

I can’t tell you much about their courtship, but I know that it was an instant, love at first 
sight. So, they got married, and she came to Dublin, Mississippi, with him. Now he lived in a 
shack, and her father had been in the hardware business. She went to school until she was six 
years old. She had to leave school because his wife died, and she was the oldest girl. She had 
to be like the house mother. So, when she came to Dublin, first thing she did, was to bring inside 
plumbing into this little shack that they called a home.214 

 
Julia Baker Glassman explained the family genealogical connections: “Rebecca ‘Bea’ was born in 

1900. [She] was my mother’s 1st cousin. Her father and my mother’s father were brothers. Everybody 
stayed at Uncle Harry and Aunt Nellie’s house. Cousin Mollie and Cousin Bea came from Centralist, 
Illinois, to visit and stayed at her house. They came to Memphis. Cousin Mollie met somebody. They 
married in Memphis and moved to Benoit, Mississippi. I don’t know if Cousin Bea met Cousin Sol when 
he was working in Clarksdale.”215 

DAMSKER 

HERMAN and ROSA LEE 

Herman moved into business for himself and married Rosa Lee.216 

 
CHILDREN BORN 
1) Sylvia 1921 Tennessee  
2) Harriet 1927 Mississippi 
 
 

KERSTINE 

ADOLPH & CAESAR 

Selma said once that during WWI the family lived in Memphis. She also mentioned that this was 
during the time when they declared the war had ended, but it was a false alarm.217 The 1919 Memphis 
City Directory shows Adolph and Caesar rooming at 226 Adams.218 

REMEMBERING COLORADO 



Selma said: “Yea, I remember the fourth grade. Because Clarksdale was so much a head of that school 
in Manitou, Colorado…they put me in the fifth grade. I went to school out there in the wintertime. When 
we went back to Clarksdale, they put me back a year again…I remember all that snow out there. Caesar 
would join us in the summer.”219   

OKUN 

NAT 

Nat described another story about a well-known teacher: 
 

This was in about the sixth grade, Miss Mounger. She was our teacher [and] an old maid. 
So, anyway, evidently, I was cutting up in the class a little bit, and she got tired of it. She 
pointed at me, and she said, ‘Don't you wish you were a monkey?’ 

I didn't know what to say. I looked at her, and I said (I don't know why I said it): ‘Don't 
you wish you were married?’ Which turned out to be the worst thing I could have said. 

She said, ‘Go to the office.’ That's where Mr. Heidelberg resided. 
So, I went to the office, and Mr. Heidelberg said, ‘What can I do for you?’ 
I said, ‘I'm not sure. Miss Mounger told me to come down here.’ 
So, he pressed on the button that rang the room Miss Mounger was in, so Miss Mounger 

came down, and they went in and had a conference. [He] came out, he says ‘just what did you 
mean when you said what you did about her wishing she could be married?’ 

Well, I had time to think, you know, so I told him, ‘Well, what I was saying was that if she 
was married, she wouldn't have to fool with monkeys like me.' 

Miss Mounger said, ‘I don't think he meant that at all.’ And she left. 
Mr. Heidelberg pressed on another button and Gus, the janitor, came in. He said, ‘Gus, go 

get me some switches. 
This is the truth. I said, 'l What are you going to do, Mr. Heidelberg?’ 
He said, I'm going to give you a whipping. 
I said, ‘No, you' re not going to give me a whipping.’ 
He said, ‘What do you mean?’ 
I said, ‘You're not going to give me a whipping, my father doesn't whip me.’ (And he 

didn't. My father, in all the years that I can remember, he slapped me one time.) So, I said, ‘My 
father gives me a tongue lashing that hurts worse than a whipping, but he never whips me.’ 

So he called Miss Mounger down there again, and they had a conference back in the back 
and he came out and said, ‘Well, I'm going to let you off this time but if it ever happens again, 
you' re either going to take a whipping or you' re going to be expelled.’ Want to hear about the 
slap? 

It was on Yom Kippur morning, when none of the Jewish people ever thought of driving a 
car to Temple. Everybody walked in those day. So anyway, I had a bicycle and this particular 
Yom Kippur morning, my father had gotten up, and I was still sleeping. He came over to my 
bed; he woke me up, and he said, ‘Get up, it's time to go to Temple.’ 

I said, ‘OK.’ 
So, he left the house, and I fell back to sleep, probably another hour. I woke up, and I 

realized that I had fallen asleep, so I thought, ‘Boy, I had better get to Temple.’ So without 
thinking, I jumped on my bicycle and I rode to Temple. At that time, they were having a break 
and some of the members were out in the courtyard having conversations, and I ride up there 
with a bicycle. 

My father walked over to me and he didn't say a word. He said: ‘Come with me.’ So, I’m 
walking with the bicycle, and our store was only two blocks from the old temple. So, he walked 
me back to the store, walked into the store, he said: ‘What do you mean riding on Yom Kippur?’ 
Bang, he gave me a slap. That’s the only time he ever slapped me. That’s the God’s honest 
truth. 

 



SHANKERMAN 

ABRAHAM 

According to a featured newspaper article about Shankerman's fiftieth Anniversary, “An immigrant 
from Lithuania…a tailor in Newport, Kentucky, a small town close to Cincinnati, Ohio. Abe and both 
sons Phil and Irvin decided to call their first Clarksdale store ‘Just Rite Tailor Shop’ located at 319 Delta 
Avenue.” 220 

Cindy Loewenberg, Abraham's great granddaughter and Floyd Shankerman's daughter, writes: 
 

Abraham ‘Aba’ Shankerman’s was on his way to visit Mary Wiener (Weiner) 
Shankerman's sister and brother-in- law, Fannie and Hyman Gardner in Greenville, when he 
got off in Clarksdale in 1919. Philip was about five or six years older than my Uncle Isadore 
‘Sissy’ Irving Shankerman. Philip came to Clarksdale first…There are numerous articles in the 
Cincinnati Enquirer that show my Uncle Irving playing baseball in Cincinnati up until about 
1927. They also had another brother, Maurice ‘Moses’ who died in Cincinnati in 1910 at 9 from 
a rabid dog bite. 

I do have found memories of my Uncle Irving, who died when I was around seven years 
old. They would come and visit my family on Sunday evenings, and Lillian made the best 
brownies! (I have the recipe). I maintained a wonderful relationship with Lillian Sachs 
Shankerman after Irving's death, and know her side of the story to be a bit skewed. I loved the 
stories she told me about Phil and Irving's sisters Rose and Esther, but she not always paints 
them in good light. It sounds like she may have done the same about Phil and Irving's 
relationship. As far as I know, they got along fine, but were very different. (Phil sponsored a 
baseball team that Irving played on in Clarksdale, and Irving volunteered with the Catholic 
priest in Clarksdale that started the Little League Baseball). I think Lillian was more 
competitive than Irving, so that may have had something to do with her perspective. From what 
I remember about Stetson's, it was notes nice a store as Shankerman's Men's Store, but both 
provided a decent living for the brothers. 

I remember as a small girl the kind employees that worked at Shankerman's: Bill Lockett, 
Bill Cocke and Rosa Campassi on the sales floor with my Grandfather and Dad (when he wasn't 
playing golf or pinball machines), and two-to-three seamstresses that worked upstairs. 

Abraham Shankerman died in 1939 in Clarksdale (I believe he was walking from 
synagogue to a diner, but he may have been in the diner). I am not sure of the date, but there 
was a large fire in Clarksdale that destroyed the store that is when Shankerman's purchased the 
old Woolworth's building where it is now. My Dad still operated in the building downstairs, 
but the upstairs have been converted to awesome apartments run by Mary Lou Green.221 

WISE 

SOL and NAOMI 

Sol and Naomi's son James Edward reported: 
 

My grandfather Wise came from Lithuania. Rena Shankman, [Memphis, Tennessee 
resident] has pretty well figured out where, but I forgotten what she told me because her 
grandmother and my grandfather were brother and sister. 

I'm not exactly sure when he came, but I was always told that he was here five or six years 
before he could send for his wife, and three children. My father was born in this country in 
1895 so I just sorta go back from there that grandmother Wise must have gotten here at least a 
year before that so that would be 1894 and then take off seven years from that and that would 
be around 1887 so he came over sometime in that period, but nobody really knows for sure. 

With him, came three children. Myer, who we've talked about before, who was born I 
believe in 1880, in Europe. How he got to the Delta I don't really know, but I know that he 



lived at one time in Friars Point, one time in Shelby, and one for a long time in my recollection 
in Belzoni and married Lenora Sack from Clarksdale after a long courtship. 

[Myer] had also two daughters, one was the Rose Wise Fink who we've spoken about 
before married to Joe Fink, in Marigold, and one was Sarah Wise Adler. I don't know exactly 
how she got to Mississippi. I know Aunt Rose was visiting her brother, it's Myer, met Joe 
Fink…and, got married, and came to Mississippi. 

[Rose's] sister Sarah and Wolfe Adler lived, far as I know, only in Madison, perhaps not. 
Wolfe Adler was killed by some kinda a highwayman, I don't remember much detail about that. 
She had two children, Florence and M.C. I barely remember their being in Mississippi. She 
lived in, I believe, Inverness for a while. I can sorta remember them there. Then they left. The 
older, her daughter, with another generation, Florence had a daughter my age so there was a 
long stretch of family there. Her daughter Florence was married and she went to live with them 
and so forth. 

Now the other siblings were born in this country. My father was the first. His brother Leon 
lived in Denver. His brother Harry married and lived in Bells, Tennessee, most of his life. Both 
had a daughter. Leon had a daughter, Mary Louise who married a fellow in St. Louis. Charles 
is a lawyer there. I can't remember the rest of his name. And the other one, Mary Lee Sher who 
lives here in Memphis was Uncle Harry's daughter. Notice they were all named for, I think, my 
grandmother Wise because I know her name was Mary. We had a Mary Leona, Mary Louise, 
and Mary Lee, so sure you will know when you I think they were all named for the same person. 

We were always, I mean, there was no question about our being Jewish. We always, in my 
lifetime anyway, belonged to the congregation in Clarksdale. I went to Sunday School there, 
both Bar Mitzvah and confirmed there. 

In my mother's early life, they lived in little towns in Arkansas. Say she was born in 
Darnell, and I know that she spent some time in Memphis with an Aunt because of the school 
situation in Arkansas. 

I always said my father was the archetypical classical Reform Jew but if you told him that 
he would have gotten irritated. He selected those things that were important to him, and he had 
the education to make an informed selection. 

Oh yes, in Lithuania I don't think they had any reformed Jews frankly. But no, they came 
as Orthodox. In fact, when my grandfather came to this country, he brought his family over. 
He peddled like everyone else at first. Then he got his store in Eminence not far from Louisville 
about forty miles, and that was about a train trip in those days. Now when he thought his family, 
was moving there, he took instructions on how to slaughter fowl. He got his shochet of one sort 
or another, in fact I have his shochet knife he used to kill. He couldn't kill a beef or anything 
like that, he could ritually slaughter chickens and ducks and geese and things like that. But they 
were absolutely Orthodox. 

None of the children remained that kind of Orthodox. If you would have asked my father, 
he would have said he was Orthodox, but he really wasn't. We had the classic household, where 
we did not have pork in the house, unless mother and I might have taken in a slice of ham. We 
really didn't have any crab meat, although I don't really think there was any in that part of the 
country, but we were all on shrimp and oysters. 

My mother’s father came from, I heard, from Poland. I know he came from Europe. He 
had a sister in Memphis named Levi’s…Whether it was Poland or another country at the time 
I don't really know. H…My mother's name was Lewis. Her mother's name was Levine or 
Levine depending on how much money you had. She was born in Virginia, and I believe her 
mother was. I know that would have been my mother's grandmother. But I'm not positive about 
that. 

Frankly, much of the history, family history, died with my mother's sister Leah, who kept 
up with much of that, and my mother really didn't. As I say, I know her mother was born here, 
Mary Lewis, my mother's mother. And then we think Mary Lewis' mother was born here. I'm 
pretty sure that's correct. 

I'm not really sure about my mother's Grandfather Lewis. I don't really know where he 
came from or when he was born. And I can't find him in the cemetery in Roanoke so two 
cemeteries there. I went to both of them, and I would assume that's where they have to be 



buried. I didn't ask soon enough when I was in college. One of the ladies that would come up 
from Roanoke who would come up and do Passover for the college students in the fraternity 
house knew my grandmother's youngest sister. But that lady is long since dead. She was a Miss 
Foreman. She's long, long since dead. There's obviously nobody now living that could, that like 
that. 

Oh, their religion and what kind of religion we practiced. We did not, my mother never lit 
candles on Friday night. Although we had a quasi--we always made Kiddush on Friday night. 
Frankly, my father made Kaddish, once again his classical Reform, made Kiddush with 
Bourbon instead of wine because he liked that a whole lot better. And course, the stores were 
closed only on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. We never closed the store for the first day of 
Passover or anything of that nature. We did observe Passover in our fashion. We never changed 
dishes or kept kosher or anything like that, but we didn't have breads or cakes or pies either. 
We had Matzas. I can remember as a very small child, going to Rabbi Freyman's in Clarksdale 
to purchase them. And later years you went to Memphis and in later years after that Kroger 
came along. That was, those were our major observances I think. I don't remember a Yahrzeit 
observance (means commemorating a death), I don't ever remember seeing a Yahrzeit candle. 
As I said: my father picked and chose pretty regularly. As a side to that I would ask questions 
of the things that I thought were very peculiar or rather beyond belief. He would say ‘No son, 
it just doesn’t pay to question certain things.’ He didn’t believe them either. 

I've always thought I've heard the stories that I was not to observe that. Clarksdale really 
had a socially rough Jewish element for a long many years. Certainly, when my father went 
there in the 1919, people just, no matter, you just weren't going to associate with them. 

Well of course in little, small communities like that, people belonged to the synagogue. 
There may have been a few Jewish families, I know about your grandfather. There may have 
been a few Jewish families in Clarksdale that didn't belong to the temple, but I don't know who 
they could have been. So, we were always affiliated with the synagogue, and my parents were 
very careful. We had a very much of a non-Jewish social life. Twenty miles away to Clarksdale 
was a trip in the early days. We were very active in the non-Jewish community.222 
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